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IHE 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


— 


To Mr. L: EH 


Was you, my Dear 
Friend, with whom 

I firſt enjoyed the Pleaſures of 
Friendſhip, and 'twas you 
that firſt invited me; though 
not into the Garden of the 
Heſperides, yer into a Field of 
great Uſefulneſs, and infinite 
Delight; where , after the 
A 3 Fa- 


— 
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| Fatigue and Embarraſmenc 
of a troubleſome Employ- 
ment, like the rwearied Tra- 
yeller, I have often at Night 
lain down, and refreſhed my 
tired Spirits. If 1 have theres 
fore nodded in the following 
Pamphler, be you my Wit- 


neſs and Excule. 


But wharever it is, to you, 
Dear Sir, of right it belongs, 
being char good Friend, thar 
firſt ſhewed me my Faults, 
» and moved me to a Study , 
which has given me a true 
Prolpe& of the Trifles of 
Life, and how much more 
valuable the Unſeen Things 
are, than thoſe our Sen{'s 
daily converſe with. For, 

i 


As 


5 
Y 

&? 
- 
- 
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As the kind Heavenly Genius 
when we go 

Our of that Path appointed us 
below ; 

Movd with great Pity t'our 
declining State, 

Dos ſoftly whiſper, Turn ; ere 


tis too late: 


So my Leander, when I'went 
altra 

From the unbeaten Path of Ver- 
tues Way, 

Swifter than Lightning darts 
ing from a Cloud, : 

Stretch'd forth his hand. — 


But I forget-I am in pub- 
lick, and that this is not my 
Province. 


A 4 T his 
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This ſhew, that the Body 
is too groſs to enjoy a refin'd 
Pleaſure , and that the Aﬀe- 
Rions of a mai given to the 
Delights of Comemplation 
and Search, are too lofty to be 
allurd down to ſenſual En- 
joyments. Aquila non capit 
Auſcas. Des Cartes expreſles 
it well : Voluptas quam perci}t- 
mus ex intuitu rerum, quas 0ciuli 
cernunt, minime equiparanda eft 
cum illa, quam adfert notitia ullas 
rum quas Philoſophando invenimus. 
| The Pleaſures of Senſe, are 

*in no ſort comparable ro 
© thoſe , which the Mind &n- 
© joys by Knowledge and 
* Philoſophy. So that Phijo- | 
ſophy: and Religion , of the | 
Jatter alone, have truly thet ' 
better on't in this Life, as well. 
"AL 
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as the next. God bids fairer 


for our Service,than all things 
elſe beſides. 


But to do Juſtice to both 

I muſt acknowledge the Sen- 

ſnaliſt has Pleaſures and Dis 
verſions ( ſuch as they are ) 

, + more ready and at hand, than 
' a man of Thought and Res 

; | -: tirement. The one had need 
 -j/ | but look out, and he ſees 
 4/-* ſomething that is ready to fill 
 # wp the narrow Faculties of 


> © | Senſe preſently, whilſt che 0- 
> }* | ther muſt go farther off, and 
, 7 } with great induſtry find out Ds 
| : an Object that is noble e- Cs” 
- | nough to diverr and entertain 1 M8 
> |; him. The Pleaſures of the 
*j | one, arelike Diamonds, rare- 


L/j : ly to be found ; but of the 
J other, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


other, likePebbles,every where. 


tro be had. Yet this Advan- 


tage the Learned and the 


Wiſe, the vertuous Philoſo-  '#: ] 


pher, when advanced to ſome 
Height, has over the other, 
that he carries his Pleaſures 


with him, in the Streets, or in 
the Fields,or even in diſagree-' 
able Company, can find uſes 
ful and pleaſing Thoughts, 


both to delight and improve 
his Mind ; who not only dare; 


be alone , but finds infinite” 
Pleaſure in the Contemplation of 


the ſeveral parts of the Uni: 
verſe; to whom, with Jacob, 
the World is a Bethel ; for he 
can turn the Darkneſs of a Dun» 
geon, into the Light o a Di- 
vine Palace, and behold Nia- 
ture aſcending and deſcending, 
like 


_—., 


£ 
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like the Angels on the Ladder. 
But not to pretermit any of 
the excellent Advantages the 
Diſflolute enjoy. 


The one, I muſt confeſs, 
more conſtantly gains his 
Point, than the other; for 
what with his ſordid Flattery, 
and Baſeneſs of Spirit to- 
wards the Great and Haugh- 
ty, his Inſolence towards the 
Modeſt and Humble, and 0- 
ther mean and diſingenuous 
Arts towards all, he obtains 
what he deſires. But did a 
Beggar gain a Crown by ſuch 
means, he were not worth 
my Envy ; for when a little 
Affliction befalls ſuch an one, 
{olooſe is his Conſtitution, by 


the unſerledneſs of his Princi- 
ples, 
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ples, ( if a conftant Byas to 
Baſeneſs of Spirit may be cal- 
led unſetled, ) he diflolves 
under the weight of a little 
misfortune ; a few Weeks im 
priſonment puts an end to his 
Life : But how Joes the Ver- 
tuous fit ſmooth and ſedate, 
whilſt Lightning invades his 
Eyes,and Thunder his Houle ? 
Who though he would dil- 
ſolye in Tears, for the leaſt 


voluntary Sin, yet would rot 


ſhrink to ſee the World in a 
general Conflagration ;- who 
goes our of this Life with the 
lame Joy a man goes to ſee 
his affectionate Friend, Give 
me the man, who having 
ſecur'd the Divine Love by 
an univerſal Obedience, «ar- 
ries his own Heaven with 

7 him 
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him where-ever he goes ; that 
'can {ce inevery Field enough 
of the Divine Wiſdom to fill 
all the Powers of his Soul 
with a laſting Joy and Plea- 
ſure. Compard co theſe, 
how mean are the Thoughts 
of a laſt Nights Debauch, 
or the expecting ones of ano- 
ther * How ſordid the Cons 
remplation of mghy Bags, 
and how empty the Titles of 
Honour? For my part, I 
have not Sence enough to di- 
ſRinguiſh any real difference 
between a Feather ina Child's 
Cap, and a Riband croſs the 
Shoulders of a Man. Ah! 
how fooliſh is Mankind to 


neglect the ſolid Joys of Wiſ-.__ 


dom and Philoſophy, for the 
Rattles and Trifles of Life ! 
oh ar” ” 


—_ ——_ 


/ 
( / 
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$o.: thac ( the next World as 
part) with great"Fruth I may ' 


— 


affirm, T hat the moſt voluptu- 
otis Man alive, entich d with 


the Fancy of Ariſtippus, or a 
Lord tocheſter , that does in- 
dulge his Senſes with all the 


Art that Wir , Health and 


Riches can lay together, that. 


has all the Court which the 
Devil iti Nature, is capable 
of making to bir ; falls inft- 
nicely thott of the Pleaſures 
of a Man, that has a good: 
Underſtanding, well govern'd 
AﬀeC@ions, and btit a modes 
rare Fortune to chable him 
ro enjoy-the Pleaſures of _Phi- 
lolophy, and to exert his Re- 
lipion in the pleaſing Offices 
of Charity and AﬀeCtior, 


The 


+ 


b —_———— 
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\ The Cynicks and Stoicks will 
charge me with a ſurplus of 
Ingredients to the conſtitution 
of Happineſs ; but I conceive 
their Notion of it to be Ro- 
mantick and Fanciful;but that 
of the Peripateticks and Epicus 
reans ſober and wiſe. For 
Externals, in the hands of a 
wile man are good Inftru- 
ments even of Beatitude; and 
Pleaſure and Pain muſt have 
ſome difference even in the 
opinion of a Philoſopher that 
is converſant in the World. 
'Tis a fooliſh thing to make 
Vertue the Obje& of a wiſe 
man's choice, and then ſer it 


above his reach, at leaſt above (a) Thus 


his defires ; Vertue (a) I mean 


» nicks and 


Stoicks advanced Vertue, whoſe fole Reward,which 
it ſelf brought, they held ſufficient to conquer the 


Miſeries of Pain and Want. 


ſtripp'd 
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ſripp'd of Health and Nece(- 
ſaries, and clogg d with Pain 


and Miſery, without the Pros/ 


ſpect of a future Life. But 
the (ynick indeed had Wit , 
when being blam'd for giv- 

ing a Pattern above Human 
Life , ſaid, he was like the 
Singing Maſters, who ſung 
a Note too high , that their 
Scholars ( who would natu- 
rally fall ſhort of their Ma- 
ſter) might reach a true 
Pitch. 


I muſt confeſs ,when I con- 
ſider the Lives, not only ;of 
the Cynicks, bur others of the 


Pagan Philoſophers,and ro what 


a Noble Height they advan» 


ced their Minds , meerly by 
the due exerciſe 'of their Uns 


3 


\e* 
*: 
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a </ ; | 
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derſtandings; how meanly 
and contemptibly they look 
ed upon ſenſual Pleaſures, to 
that degree, that the former 


# crampled upon Riches and ' 
2 Honour as vile things; An- 
© tiſtbenes, the Father of them, 
| ſaying, he had rather be mad, 


than given to Senluality ; 
and Heraclitus contemn'd his 
Body, eſteeming it as Droſs, 
taking care for the Cure on- 


'Iy as God ſhould command 


him , to ule it as an Inſtryu- 
ment; and this not as a 
ſudden Fir or Paton, or De- 
clamation of Wit, but as a 


*ſerled Principle rooted in 


;their minds, and exerting its 


;Fruit and FEfects in their 
;Lives: Ibluſh both for my 
ſelf, and other Chriſtians, to 


34 + a think 
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think how impetuouſly we 
purſue the things of this Life, 
and how coldly thole of a 
better. 


It may be enough to make | 

a Chriſtian aſham'd, even in | 
Heaven, to fee Hermes, Py- | 
thagoras , Socrates, Plato, and f 
the whole Crowd of verry» 
ous Heathens there, bearing } } 
the Honourable Badges 'of # « 
Mortification , and the Ne&- ® x 
ble Scars of Reproach, and £& 
Wounds, for\Vertue's ſakexas x 
a iSacrifice pleaſing to Ged 3; þ 
whilſt the Chriſtian, at a'di- | Þ 
Rance, beholding in himfelf 
the Marks only of Profeſ.ing 

his Religion, © where there RF 
was no danger in the dying } (1 
it, and having received mnch, , all 
gavey © 


j 
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gave a little, and lovd with 
Sincerity and yet how few 
are there reach this Pitch ? 
Whar Chriſtian is there from 


Y the Debauchee to the Profe(- 


& ſor, that conquers a Luft , 


| fubdues a Paſſion, or reſiſts a 


charming Tempration Chriſti 
gratia? If the Laſcivious 
grows chaſte, tis not becauſe 


his mind is changed, but His 


' Spirits are weak, and his 


Blood low : Bur how. did 
Socrates, of fierce and choles» 
rick, become calm and ſedate 
by Philoſoph y? And can 
Tenjophy Jo ws than Chri- 
- Thanity ? 


But why do I fay this to you, 
my Dear Friend, who know 
j all this, and' your own Me- 
aA 3 rits 
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rits roo ( or you would. want 
Judgment) and are yet con- 
rented in a low Sphere,grate- 
ful ro the Almighty under A 


narrow Fortune ; whilſt you | 
ſee others, that ſer no Bour ds | 


to their AQtions with a mean 
Underſtariding acquire Riches 
and Honour. | know 1 115 


ealie for the Rich to ſpeak 


fine things of a low ſtae; } 
what Phylick it is to 'the N 


mind, and how it rediices 
the Fever in the Soul,. to a 
go00d Temper. But for a 
man that is generous in his 
Nature ( which Plato tell; us, 
is the beſt kind of Nobility \ 
and who would embellifh his 
mind with all the Uſeful 
Knowledge and Learning 


that can be had, to be top- | 
.* ped} 


| 
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ped inthis commendable Am- 
bition, againſt the Career of 


. his-Defires, and to acquielce, 


requires the Philoſophy of an 
humble mind, which is often 
a ſtranger to the Learned. 
This is more difficult chan to 
conquer Kingdoms. 


" Fortior eſt qui ſe—— 


You are therefore the tru- 
ly great Hero [I have chole to 
defend this Eſſay, whic{( tho 
it has been disbelieved by all, 
becauſe not conſidered by the 
learned,nor underſtood by the 
Vulgar ) you will do, neither 
by the dazling ſplendor of a 
bright Star and Garter, nor 
the claſhing and thundering 
Noiſe of Swords and Guns, 
a. 2 nor 


= 4 , 
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nor by your ten "Thquſapdls, 
but by the ſoft Voice of Ras 
ſon and Philoſophy , which 
is more valuable to the Wiſe 

and Vertuous. | 


Adieu, Dear Sir, and may % 


| you enjoy a calm and ſerene 


Mind , flat and languiſhing 

oitacds the World,but active 

and vigorous, and full. of 
Hopes towards Heaven. May 

the Light of Wiſdom "and 

Knowledge fill you full.' of 
all Joy and Ecſtaſie ; and as 

no Variation of Fortune, as, 

or ever ſhall alienate my jAf- 
fefions from you ; io lettmo 

Diſappointment abite your 

Zeal for the Honour of our 

moſt Munificent Benefactor, 

( tor whom you can never do | 
too 
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too much, ) ſince He always 
chuſeth beſt for us , and ne- 
ver denies us, but for our 
S greater Good. Iam (what 
* Words need not exprels ) 


Your Aﬀectionate 


Servant, 


Whitelocke Bulſtrade. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


| READER: 


[| Writ this Eflay\for my own 


Satisfaftion and Uſe , and 

now publiſh" it to Vindie 

; cate the Honour of Pythagoras, 
* whom, though T would not, with 
the Heathen, Deifie for his emi- 
nent Works; yet 1 would defend 
him from the Calunny of the 
4 World, 


To the Reader. 


World, ſo unjuſtly ca$t upon him, 
as the Author of an erroneous 
Dottrme. This is a Tribute, all 
Men that pretend to Letters; (to | 
which T do the leaſt) owe him, 
that has advanced Learning ; eſpe- |! 
cially to Pythagoras, who ſeems | 
to have been a Treaſury of Kr,0w- 
ledge, and that Fountain that was 
tered the Grecian Empire with all 
that Learning they afterwards 
boaſted. Nor were his Morals 
leſs refind, than his Knowledge 
was eminent, and his Wiſdom was 
equal to both ; ſo that ſhould I 
give an Account of bis Life, bow 
careful be was to ſubdue all ſenſual 
Paſſions ; how temperate in bis 
Diet, Cloaths and Skep ; how m- © 
defatigable to improve and adorn | 


bs Find with all the KRnow- 6 


ledge that was to be attained ; how 
zealous | 


l 4 
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zealous to promote the Honour of 
God, and the Good of Man ; 
how careful to refle&t on the Er- 
rors of the Day; and in ſhort , 
to advance all Vertue, and depre 


; Vice ; "twould put mo8} of us out 
& of countenance, to be ſo much ont- 


| done by a Heathen, The /m- 
dicatioa therefore of ſo good and 
great a Perſon, T hope, will not be 
thought impertment. 


But beſides that, 1 propoſe to 


; manifeſt this Opinion, not only as 


Orthodox & Philoſophical among ſt 
the Ancients, but as True and E- 
vident in Nature. Though were 


; it only a ſpeculative Notion, and 


of no Uſe, as for me, it ſbould 
have ſlept mm eternal Shades but 


. © m regard it acquaints us, in its full 


| Latitude, with the various Operas 
tons 


oy 
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tions of God, the Generation and 
Diſſolution of all Created Beings, 
under Heaven, 1.e. the Animal, 
Vegetable, and Mineral, the Ac- 


ceſſes and Receſſes of Life it ſelf ; 


it ts a SubjeFt not ſo mean as to be } 


deſpiſed , though it may be , here | 


but indifferently handled. 


Epicurus, who has defind 
Happineſs well , places it in the 


Tranquility of the Aid, and'In- | 
dolence of the Body. To attain | 


this, be makes Phylicks as ne-"\! 
ceſſary as Ethicks ; for without © 
knowing the Cauſes of Things , © 


Fear and Doubts perplex the Mmd, 


and diſturb that Quiet which is 


neceſſary to Happine. *'\ 


Tam ſure it is the Duty of all © 


Men, that have Capacity and Ops | 


portunit y, 
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portunity, to look into the Works, 
as well as Word of God. The 
Heathens had no other Book to 
read the Majeſty, Wiſdom and Pow- 
er of God in; it was the Heavens 
that declared to them, as well as 


d the mſpired King, his Glory. 
{ Nor does the Knowledge of God's 


14% the 


moral Government of the World , 
ſuperſede the Conſideration of his 
Natural ; the latter being as wors 
thy our Admiration and Praiſe, as 
the former us of our Love and Af- 


feftion. 


"Tis true, God 4 in nothing 
ſo intenſely exhibited bis Love to 


> Mankind, as in giving bis Son ; 


4 
t, 


* nor can Man receive a greater Hos 


nour, than by being the Temple of 
the Divine Mind. The Conſides 
ration of which, may well ſtrike us 
with: 


2” 3 
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il with Aſtoniſhment, the Favour is 

| ſo immenſe, and ought in Juſtice 
| to raiſe our Thoughts above the 
Dregs of Senſe. 


| But though a Man, m [o large | 
BIN a Field as this, may never want * 
| Hatter to exerciſe his Thoughts 
| upon, and to raiſe his Mind to a 
Wil noble Height ; yet whoever conſis 
| ders the Nature of Mankind, will 
| ſoon find, that the Mind of Man ® 
| i of a very inquiſitive and capaci- * 
ous Nature ; that variety of Sub- © 
| jefis are more neceſſary for his 
iſh Mind, than of Food for bis Body ; 
that by this be enlarges his Facul- 
| ties, advances his Thoughbts 5 and # 
| comes to diſcern a clearer Light © 
and Knowledge of Things. Nay, 
the Afs of Religion it ſelf,” are | 
often better performed, with more | 
our | 


: 
wy | 

8” 
* 
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Vigour and Zeal, after ſome Re- - 
ceſs,than when often repeated withs 
out ſome Diverſon, And God 
having created ſuch Variety of 
Things , wherein dwells ſo great 
an Excellency, does more than hint 


7 to us our Duty to enquire after 
# them. 


The Reproof of the Pſalmiſt, 
They negle& the Works of 
God... That the Works of 
the Lord are great, ſoughe 


; out by all that have plealure 


> inthem; That they are wor- 


thy to be praiſed, and hadin_ 


honour, and ought to be had in 


: membrance, and ſpoke of ; 
4 


! That the Power and Glory of 


' God might be made known 
: unto Men, dees mclude a Com- 


mand t9 ſearch into them. Iſaiah, 


ſheaking 
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ſpeaking of the Jews, ſaith, Thy 
regard not the Works of t1e 
Lord , neither conſider the 
Operations of his Hangs. 
Therefore my People are 
gone into Captivity, becavſe 
they have no Knowledpe. 
God preferr'd our Knowledge of 
him , even under the Law , to 
Burnt Offerings ; and the Reas 
fon @ plain ; for unleſs we know 
ſomewhat of the Nature of the © 
Erernal, we can neither pay that |” 
Love to his Goodneſs, nor Reves |, 
rence to bis Power, Which we owe 
to both ; we can in no ſort ſerve 
bim acceptably, but we ſhall run 
mto the Superſtition of the Arhe- 
nians, who dedicated Altars Deo 
1gnoto. 4 z 


| For 1 


4 


pe 
» 
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For my part, 1 know no diffes 
rence that diſtinguſheth Fen 
from. Brutes, but Knowledge and 
s. Wl Vertue ; the firſt makes us like 
Angels, the latter like God. Be 
ye holy as lam holy. But 
. FVertue withour' Knowledge, 
E runs. into Enthuſiaſm and Sus 
F perſtition ; and Knowledge 
| without Vertue, gives us the 
EF linture of - Satan. Both 
therefore are to be ſought, which 
may be attained by a little mduſtry ; 
Yes afor ſurely we are nat born to 
we cat, drink and fleep, and gra- 
ve Tifie our ſenſual  Appetites , like 
un Beaſts, ( nay they all perform ſome 
1e- beneficial Offices to Men, ) nor 
eo T0 ſnort in the Air, like a Colt ; 

nor to trample on the Earth, like 

'an Ox ; nor to walk in the narrow 
For + [Track of our Fxnployment, like 4 
b Fours 


C . 
; 
(+ 
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2 | Fout-po$t - but to contemplate the 


Divine Operations, gd to look up 
towards God with Gretitude, for 
making ſo glorious a World, ree 
pleniſh'd with ſuch gdnurable works 
for the Uſe and Benefit of Man. 
If this be not ſo , and that it # 
ſufficient for a. Man, to attain 
an Excellency in bis Employment, 


though be has a liberal Education ; | 
Þbat difference is there between 
a -Littleton and « Van Dyke,” 


bath famous in their way * 


I muit agree with Epicurus, 
That Juſtice s the common Tie,! 
Tithout which no Society can ſub-\ 
fiſt ; tis that Vertue, which gives. 
to: all their due, and tokes care 


#bat none receive Injury. "Tu 


therefore one of the nobleſt Employ; 
ments ; yet if the knowledge 'there- 7 


rg 


we © ay | CT] a. oo. 


tt. 
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of, (for 1 {peak net of its Morals,) 

be confined to a (ity or a Country ; 

if-it be meerly municipal, when re- 
' moved from ones Country, *tis but 
BB Pedantry ;- and therefore no Man 
"2 bas Reaſon to value bimfelf much 
l. on that account, But the Philo- 
' ſopher #s a Cicizen. of the 
'@ World, acquainted .with the 
38 Pandects of Nature; the other 
'® a Citizen of England, Venice, 
» or Holland, and confmn'd to the 
| Walls thereof. 


1 The employing our Thoughts , 
'”* how the Earth is continually ſends 
- ing forth a Vapour ; the Sea, and 
4 all its Rivers, giving up their re- 
e' find Parts int the Air, to meet, 
Wand allay the ſearching Infleences 
Y of the Heavenly Bodies. That 
"3 fince the Water of it ſelf is too 
= b 2 groſs 
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groſs a Food for the Lung, and 
the Celeſtial Heat too Violent and 
intenſe, to cheriſh and ſupport us ; 
therefore God retches out the | 
Waters on the Wings of. the Wind, $ 
and-rarefies the ſame ; and that it 
may” be exempt . from exceſſrve 
Cold , tmpregnates it with Vital & * 
Heat, to become the trueſt Food of F. 
Life. 911121 (HE & 
) [ 

/ 

[ 


That the Heavenly Bodies are 
cont mually at work for us, by their 
perpetual motion, emitting « vital © * 
Heat, which<loathing it ſff with * 
an Aerial Veſt, enters into the " 
Chambers of the Deep, ang there © 
frames all that Variety , hich, 
coming forth, we call the Warks of 


Nature, 


a 
|| And bi 


Y 
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And that the Earth may not 
be too dry, nor the Rivers too 
empty , by a conſtant yielding up 
their Moiſture intd the Region of 
" F the Air, on the abſence of the Sun, 
© the Vapour condenſes into a fertil 
7 Dew, Which deſcending , che- 
| riſhes the thirſty Plants ; and le$t 


* this ſhould not be enouzh, the 
| Clouds become Store-bouſes of Wa- 
"ter, And Whereas the inward 
Parts of the Earth are kept moiit 
and cool by the infmite Channels, 
1 through which the Waters paſs ; /o 
1, the upper parts are refreſhed by a 
more plentiful Irrigation, which is 
of more Virtue than Fountains 
water , having ſomewhat of the 
{ Heavenly Influences. He that 
bebolds the Rays of the Sun againſt 

. an opake Body , dartmg obliquely 

4 1 0n the Earth its Seminal Virtues, 
b 3 and 


s 
4 
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and conſiders that by the Command 
of the Eternal , the Wheel of 
Providence is continually at work 
for us, ( which brings Life it ſelf, i, 
being nothing elſe, as the Learned |! 

Monſteur d'Efpagnert fays, but * 
an Harmonious A& proceed- 3, 
ing from the Union of Mat- 
ter and Form, conſtiricing 
che perſet Being of every Þ 

lodixidual, ) Which the Aicients 
fometimes repreſented by N ulcan 
in his Shop, making and hammer- 
mg out curious Works, FT, fay, 
he that conſiders theſe things{which 
a mean Underitanding is capable 
of, ) if be has any hark of Gra- 
titade, any Senſe of Obligation 5, ca 
nay , if be is net worſe than 4 1: 
Brute, and more flupid thim a ſu 
Block, muft. he inflamed with the. 


Love of. ſo. *mmenfe « Bunty; io 
Which 


D— 
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which when he is, be will natu- 
rally expreſs it, not only by an ens 
- i tire Obedience to fo infinite & Good- 
; neſs ; not only by an abſtmence 
- 7 from all appearance of Evil ; but 
* 8 by chuſing to do what is moFt emi» 
" Þrently Good, and moſt bighly ace 
# ceptable to him. Of what Uſe 
F ſuch a Temper of Mind would be, 
' both to the Perſon im particular, 
and the World in general, 1 need 
not declare, ſince Love, (which 
Plato calls the moſt Ancient of 
the Gods, ) is the mot raviſhmg 
Paſſion, and the mo#t delightful 
Enjoyment : That Love, whoſe 
Centre is infinite Purity, who 1s 
;. continually iſſning forth ſuch ema- 
4 nations of Light, Joy and Plea- 
4 fare on the Mind of Man, that 
p we ſeem but faintly to dart back 

; ſourt'what of that Love tothe moſt 
, b 4 Mus 
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” Munificent, which the Shallows 


neſs.of our Capacities were unable 
to receipe ; far he firſt loved } 
US. 3 "i 


the Beauty of the World, the Glory '* 
and Excellency of its Par ts, the 
Harmony and Order, the Uſeful 


neſs and Benefit thereof to SMane 
kind, ſince Tully bas don&it in 


his Natura Deorum , & youd 
mutation : This Sir Roger L'E- 
ſtrange bas ingeniouſly Tranſla- 
ted, and embelliſhed with Learned 
Notes. 


The Wiſdom and Or ler by 
which the Parts were moved. made 
the Stoicks:think, even the Parts 
themſelves endued with an jntellis 


gent Mind, and therefore, 'veakly 


cough, 


{ 


E 


P 
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To the Reader. 


endugh, called them Gods, . not di- 


© ſtinguiſhing between the . Creator 
& and his Works, which Epicurus 
= hath well confuted., But I am 
# paſs'd my Tedder, and muit ask 
= Pardon of our ( lergy for inva- 
? ding their Province. 


The Sum of all is this ; Tis 


: the Duty of Mankind to conſider 


the Natural, as well as Moral 
Government of Divine Providence. 
This is the Mean to attain the 
End of our Creation, i. e. ta ad- 
vance the Glory of God, and ex- 


" alt and perfefF aw Minds, If 


what T have hinted, does ſuffict- 
ently ſhew the Neceſſity of this, 
the Neglef of it is a Fault too 
obvious to need an Inference, and 
the doing it, an Advantage, that 
will juſtifie ( at leaſt, excuſe) the 


following Eſſay. 1 have 


"Tothe Reader. , 


I have but this to add, 'That 
whatever are the Faults of the ® 
following Diſconrſe ,. 1 have a-i 
voided one , Which the Learned 
generally 1 incur ; that is, 0" being 8 
00 preliminary : Ons mui} 
dig fifteen Fathom deep befie one © 
comes to the Oar ; thus inj olding þ | 
alittle Truth im h much Rubbiſh, 
makes bim that has a quick Appre” 
henfion, and little Leiſure, neglett 2 
the former for the ſake of the lat» 0 
ter. But this Fault proceeds from | 
a fookſh, thongh cuſtomary Fancy, t 
that unleſs a Book has Folio 500 
at the Fnd of it, it makes mo Fi- 
gure on. a'Shelf, but is like to-dwin- 1 
dle into the contemptible Name of | 
a Pampblet. Hence the dull ' 
and heavy Tranſcribers load ' Man- | 

| 


kmd. with intolerable Burthens , 
and Fen, like Aſſes, receive that” 
Wergbt, 


To the Reader. 


at Weight, which fills. thes Heads 
® rather wh Smoak and Fume, than 
LLinkt and Truth. 


4 
os & When I conſider that the Wiſeft 
7; 0 Men have delivered their 


oughts of Men and Things, 
4, rather in ſhort Apothegms, than 
, © tedious Diſcourſes ; and that the 
» Witty Greeks brought even Ar- 
+ guments ito the narrow compaſs 
» of a ſhort Sillogiſm ; that Mo» 
# les writ the Hiſtory of the Crea- 
, tionin a ſhort Chapter ; and that 
y He who is more than Man, com- 
- municated himſelf, and what was 
. "neceſſary for the Good of Man, in 
f ſhort Parables, that make a deep 
| impreſſion on the Mind ; and in 
.  pithy Sentences, that may be writ 
ma Sheet or two of Paper. Tam 
* |; fully of opinion with the Ingenious 
Mr, 


F 
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Ar. Norris 5 That if Angels b: © 
Tere to Write, we ſhould have 
fewer Volumes, and that the Bre-\ 
vity of this Diſcourſe is #o real 
Exception to its Truth. ; 
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* Tranſmigration, &c, 


FT His Opinion of Tranl- 

migration of Souls , 

__ whichiis fatherd upon 
P)thavor as, 1s miſtaken every 
here; but very groſly be- 
lieved in Pegu, Magor, and 
other parts of Aſia : For be- 
heving that the Soul doth paſs 
" Ito ſome other Creature, af- 
xer its departure from the Hu- 
mane Boly, they abſtain 
From no ſort of reſpe& to the 
molt contemprtible Creatures, 
r B and 


X hen WIRD 1 3 
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and (uperſtirioully avoid do#f a 
ing any hurt co that Animal} 
whoſe Body, they think, co 
ezins the Soul of their decea 
ed Father. Now, how the” 
could tell,or why they ſhoult } & 
think, chat chis, or that Bea * p,\ 
is thus animated, rather thay 
another, | confeſs is ſtrange”. x 
and what is more ſo, it ſeem? ,,, 
from the Beliet of thoſe ind a 
Bengall , and other Parts d ,j 
che Eaſt-Indies , ( who |im# . 
gine that the Souls of Gool | x, 
Men paſs into Cows,an) huct | f, 
uleful Creatures; and th 
Souls of Bad Mien inro Crow: 'K 
and ſuch hurtful Bird; 6 by 
Beaſts,) that theſe Pezopl wh 
think it of the Immorta} Re ang 
tional Soul, rather than the*;q . 


Senftrive. For the Fagnoay {The 


C—C— 
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Z 


* of che Rational Soul are ex- 
erced naturally in the kind 
Offices of Beneficence and 
| Humanity ; but thoſe of the 
- Senſitive, only in Growth and 
Senſe. Ir looks as it Folly 
| begor, and Superſticious Fan- 
cy propagated this Opinion : 
Though co do Right to Py» 
: thagoras, who was doubtlels 
" a great Man, the abſurdity of 
this Opinion is as far remote 
from his Sentiments, as the 
Manichean Herelie is different 
trom che Chriſtian Religion, 
- Burt Philoſophy and Reli- 
' gion have both ſuffered alike 
by Ignorant Expoſicors : For 
* what . will nor a wild Fancy 
and lictle Judgment, center'd 
'in a Man fond of his own 
> Thoughts, produce 2 Whar 
| B 2 ſtrange 
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range Opinions in Religi® 
on 2 What barbarous Cruel-| 
ties by Humane Sacrifices to 
the Heathen Gods,” hath the 
World been filled with'? Not 
is Philoſophy it ſelf exempt * 
trom very odd Conceits, T hw 
are the beſt Things corrupts ” 
ed. 

But to return to our Ay: ip 
thor, whoſe\Opinion aſlertet 
Is, That the Soul, after its depar 
ture from the Body , paſſes int 
fome other Animal. This is a 
ſtrongly pur as apy thing ſail | 1 
of him (for we have all by. M/ 
Tradition, ) will bear. Thi C 
Opinion I propole to defend |, 
and free it from the Abſurdi 
ties Men have put upon i 
and reſtore it to its nativ 
Sence, But let me premik | 

he 
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Natural Philoſophy. 


© here, That 1_do nor intend 
® this Migration | of the Ratio- 


nal _ Soul ; but of the Senl(t- 


five and. Vegetative Spirit ; 
which Terms of Soul and 


" 7 Spirit, being often uſed as Sy- 


nonyma's, have given occaſion, 
eſpecially ro the [gnorant, to 
miſtakes the meaning of Py- 


: thagoras. 


He that conſiders the Frame 
of this World, the Conte x- 
cure of Man, and the perpe- 
tual Viciffitude and Change 
of Things, will eafily believe, 
that either God makes new 
Matter and Form daily, to 
ſupply the periſhing old ; or 
that Things pals, and are 
changed into one anotker/by 
a continual Circulation. Bur 


' we all know that the Eternal 


B 3 having 


JI ar, | * 
havingSmade the World bl 
preſerve it now by his Provi-, 
dence and Goodneſs ; {6 that 
we muſt be forc'd to ack1ow- 
ledge , not a new Creation, - 
but a Mutation of 'T hings, 
that begets this Variety. 


Man indeed 1is endowed 
with ſomething more than the 


reſt of the Creatures ; he hath - 


a Rational Soul, that ſHould 
fit Preſident in his Body, go- 
vern his Paſſions, and girect 
his Aﬀections. - How little it 
does ſo, proceeds from the 
Vileneſs of our Wills, rather 
than the Degeneracy of our 
Nature:but we would ex uſe 
our ſelves. Beſides this, he 
hath a Vegerative or Senſxive 
Sptrit, —_— is pertcctly di- 
ſts 


his Wiſdom and Power, does * C 


<4 


mo 
tcr 
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in& from the Rational Soul, 


as well as Body : Ir ſeems 


| £0 be a Medium to unite two 


of a Divine Im- 


mortal Ray, and Groſs Mat- 
cr. 

[ am not diſcourſing now 
4 ary Government of the 

ind over the Senlitive Part, 
and what Obedience the one 
pught to pay the other ; nor 
how they contend for Domi- 
nion, like Prerogative and 
Liberty in a diſturbd State : 
But I am laying the Founda- 
tion of the Reaſonablenels of 
Pythagoras his Opinion, which 
is the Tranſmigration of Souls, or 
Spirits ; for theſe "Terms are 
uled equivocally. 

To go to the bottom of 
this Queſtion, tis fit to conl1- 
B 4 der 
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der Nature in her ſevera! Pro- Mer 
vinces, 'Mieral,YVegetable, ati ; n. 
Animal ; for all created Being ted 
on this fide Heaven, may | 
placed under one of the 
Heads ; nor are the meanef F 
of them without a Spirit, or ll 
Vital Principle, whichiis all, He 
one ; and theſe, like the Senrot 
firive Souls of Animals, evy he 
porate on the Diſlolutio 1 or tn 
Deſtruction of their Bodfes. "The 
To tay how thele Spirit: - 
leave their Habitations. $*be- þo 
fore I offer how they (;nter, ther 
may be improper; I {ſhal| = 
ſpeak therefore of this! firſt, © 
and then of the other. Not * 
will it be impertinent, to the ſer 
Defence of Pythagoras Fig O- the 
pinion, ſince Tranſan imatiort of, the 
Spirits may refer as well roMi- Abi 
| ner ab £ 


(1 
; 
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Mrerals and Vegetables as Animals ; 
{5n regard they are all animas- 
Wed alike, as to Vegetation, 


A 1 tals. 


4 The Globe of Earth being How r 


4 . © SPirit « 
placed in the- Air, and the nap” 


Heavenly Bodies (a) moving (a) Tak 


*round her, does receive into Which 
' the Thr 
her Lap the Celeſtial Influ- z1;ohe 
Fences ; they give Hear or Life, you plea 
- F , Ce Corer, 
ſhe, Paſhve Matter (b). = my 
. | ; m?4n,or Ty 
$b0nian, this Poſition anſwers them all. (4 Hen 


1 TheAir (the winged Mel- 
\ fenger of the Gods) big with 

the Heavenly Fire, penetrates 
\ the porous Earth, and there 
abides., Being there derained, 
x it 


T 


I ſhall begin with Metals, Of theGe- 


ncration of 


may be underſtood the Ovexrcs of Orphers, the Ba- 
tier of the Gods, with /*fa, his Wife ; ard whar 
| be and the reſtof the Philoſophers meznt |:y a Ge- 
tcration of Deities proceediay from ſuci Farenrs. 


_—_ R_ 
_— _—_— - , 
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Of the Im- 
perfect Me- 
tals, 


it is congealed into a mioilt 
Vapour, or ſubtil Water ;,and 
by the internal Yulcan of Na 
ture ſublim'd in the Velll « 
Earth, through the Pores and 
Chinks thereof, till meeting] 
with compact Matter , 'thaÞ 
denies-it entrance, or thryughl 
defet of the moving Inftrw 
ment , it falls back into tr 

Neſt from whence it came 
By which means it becom 
leſs ſubtil, carrying with (i 
ſomewhat of the groſs Maa 
ter, through which it paſledp$" 
both in its Aſcenſion and Della« 
icenſion; it having: nof: yeol l 
obtain'd the Gravity of a*hx E185 
Body, bur enjoying ſtifl chi 
Priviledge of a pure and: ſubPl- 
til, quick and volatil Nature: T 
it again takes another flighM) 

through * 


f, 
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through the dark Chambers 
df the Earth ; paſing and re- 
aſſing thus frequently thro' 
ele places, it becomes the 
i{Fue Laver of Nature, waſh- 
vids away the Defilements 
Sereof ; which falling down 
with it, detains it, as in a 
uBriſon ; and not being able to 
hee ic {elf from its Bondage, 
Wftcrs the impure parts to be 
ngealed together, with the 
pure Salt of Nature,its proper 
 - ori And thus an im- 
.iperfect Metal is made, divers 
eltked only by the difference 
eof the heterogencous Impuri-' 
«figs, and the Remifſion or Ins 
tenſion of the Heat of the 
\hBlace. 


e; { Bur Nature, that tends al- of perfeat 
31MAY+ tO Perfection , makes an Metals. 


gl bs 1n- 
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improvement from he f 
carriage of this Fetus ; \For 
new Vapour paſſing ga 
through theſe purified Cha 
nels, obtains what its Pred f 
ceſlor could not , that, 1s, 
pure and refind Salt, Kid 
heterogeneous Faces. \' Thi" | 
uniting with the wartg Ve 
pour, and being difloly'd 
ir, cauſes it to loſe its: Air 
vaporous ' Nature, an{1 
come a clammy Subſtance 
from which State (being, diges 
ſted by its own interna; Fin] | 
and that of its Matrix,  i;ont * 
nually repleniſhd by 1'Sok In 
Influx) ic advances into\g ſok_; 7 
but clayie Body, till hfou! « 
length of Time, it b2comt {« 
decocted into a more or le; « 
ripe Meal, according! to ds « 
mo! q- 


pf 
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nore or leſs Purity and Heat 
of che Womb. 
Thus in the ſame Vein of How vari- 
1March, Merals of divers ſorts —_ 
F ay be found; as Albertus ſame place. 
San teſtifies in theſe words; 
In Natur operibus didici proprio 
Eviſu, quod ab una Orige fiutt 
ena, & in quadam parte fuit 
urum, CC in alia Argentum, & 
ic de c&teris:; que tamen Mate» 
*r14 = fuit mia, ſed diverſus 
Fuit locus m calore ; 1deo diver (t- 
"Fas loci, depurationis, Metalli dis 
derſitatem, ſecundum ſpeciem fuit 
| dperata. In Engliſh chvs: © 1 
" * have ſeen inthe Works of 
| $« Nature, from the ſame O- 
2 riginal, a Vein of Metal, 
.* one part whereof was Gold, 
ws 
/ * another Silver, and ſo of 
* the other Metals : The firſt 
** Mate 
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« Matter of which nevert 
* leſs, was one and the fa 
© bur the degree of Heat in 
© veral parrs of it , Wis 
© vers; therefore the Live 
os EY of thar, cauſed the 4 
+ ference ot the Merallj: k& 
© puration, according t tt N 
©« {everal ſorts. Bur ie <4 
doubts this, let him read & 
Three Tracts of Etrenz1s || 
Great, who delerves a Star 
of Gold co be erected to hin ® 
in all the Colledges of Lean N 
; ing throughout the World. F 


Of Stones : Stones fall under the/*am F 
_— Denomination vwith Mals. * 
; the beſt of which, rhyoug! 

their great plenty of He4t ant © 

Light, give a Reſulgenty i 

the Matter, which is a Con * 
Crett 
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rere of that Vapour, joynd 

o 2 pure Salt Water, and 
nW@ſhines even to the Superficies 

; Weheir form being ſo intenfe,thac 
withey ſeem even to ſwallow up 
{Fheir Macter : Whilſt the The Com- 
{*Common,through their groſ- mon. 
& neſs of Matter, partly occaſi- 

th pned by the detect of Inter- 

| {nal Hear, become dark and 
pake; their Generation be- 
i:#4ng rather a Mixture of Earth 

in and Water, bak'd in the Furs 

ro Nace of Nature, than the Ims 

. Fregnation of Paſſive Matter, 

digeſted by a lively Form. 


i 


m * 
Is. « As for Yegetables, I divide yegeravles 


| them into T'wo Sorts; the of Two 


.n{ One, thoſe that grow of them- —_ _ 
(0 ſelves, withour any lowing ; themſelves, 
1.45 Weeds and wild Plants : 929 what 

are ſowsp. 
eli the 


iS. 
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That grow 
of them- 
ſelves, 


—— 


the other, thoſe char are jail 
ed by Art by lowing the$ Spe 
cifick Seed. 

As for the Firſt, The Pr 
duction of them ſeems rb 
thus. "The warm Vapouli 
that penetrates the Earth; | 
{ublim'd by the Internal Flea 
and paſſing chrough :. ta 
Pores, arrives near the: Supe? 
ficies z and carrying with ig 
or rather meeting there 16 
what of the pure Saltz! dt 
lolves it into a liquid Subp* 
ſtance, which pure Salt izive * | 
a Specification to . the | fubti 
Vapour, and is a fortiat: , 
ſpeahck Matrix to that Formy 
which was before Geer” 
and Univerſal ; for Saltsþtd* , 
vers forts do abound 'ia all \' 


parts of the Earth. ' | 
7 hw}! 


0 


_—_— 
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SY Thus variety of Plants may — — 
*Þ ariſe ( as we ſee they do) VE- gf pn 
ry near one another, difte- | VE 
renc'd by the ſeveral Salts , We 
g through which the Vapour Tunbridge, 
Z pals'd, and joynd ir ſelf ro _ 
” them. For if the Air im- which gaſ. 
} pregnated with Vital Hear, ſing thro' 
Wy congeal'd inco Water, 1s one ———_— 
2 and the ſame in all Places, nzed with 
& free and undetermin'd, how = _ 
F is it poſſible it ſhould have ——_— 
" any Specification, but by which they 


is Boe wick in PRO 
F* ſomewhat ic meers with in out but's 


©* the Earth, that joyning wich tew Iron 

l. it, becomes a Seed.and ſhoots Nils into 
| -thy 4 ) a little com 
* _ upinto a Plant F ? mon water, 
Nu for half an 


4 hour, and it ſhall have the ſzme taſte, not to ſay 
© virtne; for thelron-ſtorc is too hard to have much 

I of its Particles waſhed off by the ſoft gliding of 

|| Water; and common Water is too weak a 4.#- 
; /irwmto Gillolye a Martial Body. 


E "This, 


18 


: Lidia... nt or, 


' This, I conceive, is wn | 
meaning of Democritus, { and l 
Galen, That the firſt Element | 
of Thipgs is void of Quzlity WJ, 
that is, undetermin'd. "Bu , 
why the Salts of the Eid F 
give toſome Plants a bit er,” , 
to others a ſharp Taſte;that is, 
why are the Salts thus 1 e- x 
rencd 2 I had rather profeſs; ,. 
my Ignorance, than with; | 
Democritus and Galen, lay, They ”y 
are all one, bur only in. Op ly 
nion. fe 

This Queſtion, how vari- * 
ous Plants come to grow of | 
themſelves, appeard to the yy 
Great Du Hamel ſo difficult, A, 
that , though he ſtart; che? p 
Queſtion, he ſlips from it ich! Q 
Jut a full Anſwer. His Que-;: T 
lion is in theſe Words : Hnde |. | be 


pre . 
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| prodeant que & terra naſcuntur n- 
; Juſſa gramina ? Nunquid forte 4 
Rs lo formantar? Sed Celum cum ſit 
'W- omni vita privatum, qui poterit 
"2 vitam C& ſenſum largiri ? Ar laſt, 
7 after giving many Anſwers, 
@ 2nd chen confuting them, he 
| comes to this doubttul reſolu- 
"tion ; Influxus CeleStes his ife- 
5. 2 rioribus fortaſſe ſe applicant. Bur 
7 | this comes not u p to the Point; 
” Who doubts that the Heaven- 
* ly Influences occaſion the 
Groxvth of Plants, and give 
*the formal Eſſence to thoſe 
| that grow of chemſel ves ? But 
© why the ſame Univerſal In- 
fluence produceth different 
/ Plants, which is the great 
pf ” Queſtion , In that he is ſilent. 
*\: This Matter having not yet 
ef been ſpoke to, at leaſt as I 
WM --; C 2 have 


Of Tranſmigration; or, / 
have mer with, and in re;jard 
the fearching Nature to! her 4 
Original and firſt Caule, is 
more excellent, than to ſylve 
Phenomena's by their EfteQs, ly 
ſhall ſay ſomerhing to it in | irs | 
Place. | 

Of their Fi- But co return from whence. 
[ have digreſs'd; taking things. ; 
now as we find them, can it I 
be a wonder that all Plants off 
the ſame ſort, have much th 
{ame Figure and Colour ? Th 
not certainly fron their nan!" 
ner of prefling through! the | 
Earth, that they obtain: the 
ſame lene; : for how ſhould 
it happen, that the Species ol, 
every Herb ſhould have ſuch 
a particular manner of pref 
ſing chrough the Earth, '4s to! 
make it always retain h3 

fame ſhape ? *' ' *But 


x 
. 


a —— _ I © 


| 
{ 


CC 


g, 


Ir 4 
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Bur I rather conceive that 


© the ſaline Particles that joya 


| with the Vapour, being (o 
and ſo modified, ( for they 


bw mul} have ſome F 1gure, ) do : 


' determine the general Moj- 

ſture, as well to a conſtant 
uniform Figure and Colour, 

+ as toa particular internal Na- 

# ture and Quality. Not un- How _ 
* like the very minute {Seeds qualities 
that we ſec, whoſe Taſte does Fricurm 


þ Impures to 
more truly demonſtrate: the hy various 


'? Nature of its Plant ic pros tranſpoſiti- 


on of A- 


duces, than the Microſcope Sh 


can find out its Figure, and 
yet 1ts Figure is owing to the 
Modification of the Seed, 
Thus Minerals and Vege- 
tables ſeem to be made, not 


04 by Creation, as at firſt, our 


© 
rv 
4 
= 


of noching, bur by the Uni- 
C 3 on 


mr — 
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on of Matter and Form, "ble 
ſed from the beginning, by 
the Word of God, Creſcitg&s 
multiplicamms. ::'Fhis forthe 
firſt ſort of Natural Prod 28-2 


Ons. 


Ofthe ſow- Ag for the latter (1. e.) the 
og ot Seeds ſowing of Seeds, and p {\nt-. * 
.ing of Trees, ( which game : 
in with the Curſe 3) their Pro” 
duction may juſtly be cled' 
Artificial;bur neither are'they 
oroduced wichcut the a/hift' 
ance of the Univerſal Spyrit; 
for being ſown in the Earth; 
the moiſt Vapour ( whejein 
the Univerſal Spirit reſts,);diſ-' 
ſolves the Body of the Sed, 
whoſe vical Principle bing. 
let loole, becomes a&ivaand.” 
vigorous, and meeting with: 1 
| | . : they? 


LIMI 
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E the Vapour of the Earth, (like 
& dear Friends) embrace and 


unite; and being of an homo» 


# geneous Nature, grow up to- 


gether, the General Moiſture 


* beiog firſt determin'd by the 


Particular. 

The Growth of Plants is Of Plants. 
the ſame, the porous Roots 
ſucking in the moiſt Vapour, 
which is aſſimilated into the 
Nature of the Tree, by its 
ſpecificated Virtue. 

As for the Generation of Of the Ge- 
Animals, they are not unlike — of 
the ProduQion of Vegetables, : 
rais'd by particular Seed. The 
deſcribing of which, may 
offend a chaſte Ear, or excite 
a laſcivious Mind ; therefore 
Fomit it. 


C 4 But 
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But this Opinion, it's plain, 
the Learned Ancients were of, Wp 
when they: declard, Tia 
Man was not propagated by 
Coition only ; but char *,he 
'" Uraverſal Spiric, which flcwsf 
"T1 principally from che Sun, 1a" 

it'd a hand in it. And theref-jre ki 
they afirmed, That Sol & Pa 
FIR Homo generant Hominem; ;whuch 'n 
Wi I ſhall explain more particu- t 
| larly hereafter. 

For as Man 1s not ſupport- R 
ed by Bread and Meat only in \yþa 
his ſenſitive Capacity ; but by 'Þy 
a ſecret Food of Life, that-is Wc 
in the Air: ſo neither i is '1e IÞc 
generared by the Union of \ Fa 
Two Sperms only, witho at 'qur 
the aſhltance of thar ſecret Fr 
Spirit, that enters the cloſeſt 
Caverns ; whence ris ſaid, Non 
datur Vacuum. Ic 
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It being now ſaid how the 

pirir enters, and vivifnes 

atter, «it remains, that we 
Ive an account how it leaves 

again, and what then be- 
Zomes of it. 
*> There are various ways of How the 
diſſolving Nature in all che —_ 

” atter In 

Parts of her Dominion. As animals. 
mimals are deſtroyd either by 
the Conſumption ( through 
the length of Time) of their 
Radical Moiſture, (the Oil 
hat maintains the Flame,) or 
by accident,or violence;when 
e Senſitive Spiric ( for we 
eak not of the Rational) 
aves its Habitation, and res 
urns into the common- Re- 
gepracle of Senſitive and Ves 
erative Spirits, the Air, from 
whence it came. 


—- - Sz Coo * - —  _ —_ 
»*; 


| 


Minerals 
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How in Mi- Minerals and Vegtrably 
- otra are deſtroyed by Fir?, an 
evaporate likewiſe 'injto t 
Air,(I mean the volatil;) Heer 
it was we found them at firicc 
and here, in a little circulai%l 
on of Time, .we way X* Co 
_ m_ ; ceive them again, | Non: bi 
mes 0 | 
the Form, ' being let looſe from that Pri 
aq it paſ- ſon, where the Spirits « 
es into the 
Mfr, where Forms were detained and ſj 
it receives cificated , a little Time 
new virtue. Qures them to their natin. .** 
Simplicity and Univerſalinſf] 
and flowing in an. Ocean * 
where the Celeſtial Inlbact * 
are continually deſcendiny 
and Vapours aſcending| ( lik# * 
the Angels on Jacob's Ladder] /ir 
they receive new impreſſes d 
Virtue, to fit them for Wi T 
Service. 
"Thu 


'It 
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bg 
ly Thus Nature is never idle, 
Wand thus with Plato, all chings 
zre in a continual Alteration 
and Fluftuation : Nothing,ac* Mundu 
ording to Pythagoras, is {1m- _—— 
. m 

Fly new ; nor any thing, AC ſemper & | 
& cording to Triſmegistus, dies g ann id 
n; bu all things paſs , and are mages on 
changed into ſomerhihg- elle. rie, quod di- 
F* For all mixd Bodies are 7" wt 
9 : ntia' ab eo 

** made of the Elements, into awunquem re- 
< which, after a lictle time, £4 
n ** they are reſolved again. 

| cc 
1.81 hus Porphyry tells us, ©* that 
n **every Irrational Power is 
t '* reſolved into the Life of 
os ** the Whole. 
k* And thus theſe Spirits be- That 


Fe. thence It 
r/ [10g ready and fit ro impreg- gows down 


& again , and 
-> animates a new Body, which is the true Notion of 
% Tranſmigration, 


Is - 


: : 
uy” nate 
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nate new.Matter, and Shex 
apt to delire it, according t 
the Axiom of Materia app 
tit Formam, ut Femina Virun 
the ſame Spirit which anin 
ted one Body, may ,' on ic 
Diſſolution, animate another*Þþe 
which I take to bethe meat. th: 
ing of Pythagoras his Tran} 
migration of Souls, or Spa 
ritss Hence Lucretius, 


at 
he 
al 


- 
< 


Huic accedit uti quicque in ſu.er 


Corpora rurſum + 
Diſſolvit Natura ; neque ad v* ib 
bilum interimit Res. 
| th 
* Nature the Form from Boy ith 
* dies oft unties, "re 


" .. New Bodies to. inform, - 'th 


* whence nothing dies, \ *> 


£ 
< 


x: 
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4in know, what becomes of ©: 


als, not to ſpeak of their 
wp Zodies, which are only chane 
®pcd, not annihilated. Can 
- that Spirit that gives Life and 
> Motion, that parcakes of the 
Nature of Light, be reduced 
Zo nothing > Can that Senſis 
Five Spirit in Brutes, that ex- 
{.erciſes Memery, one of the 
Rational Faculties, die, and 
; become nothin 
| If you fay, they breath 
'their Spirics into the Air, and 
\ "there yanifh, that is all [ con 
FYcend for. The Air indeed is 
/ the proper place to receive 
© them, being according to La- 
k ertixs, full of Souls ; and ac- 
cording 


If this. be not ſo, I. would f Bodies 


ke Form that animares Mine- much leſs 
als, Vegetables, and Anjie *7*form* 
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cording to Epicurus, full of 4 
roms, or intelligible .Bojie 
unapparent, the Principle « 
all Things. For even thi 
Place wherein we walk, an&be 
Birds flie, thoughic is properts * 
ly rather Water rarefied, tha” nil 
Air, (as I have proved by; th 
Magner attracting it, ) yeti cl 
is thus much » 4 a ſpiritu / 
Nature, that it is inviſible, ” 
therefore well may be the Rep Se 
ceiver of Forms, ſince! th th 
Forms of all Bodies are ſoy pe 
we can only hear and ke It 
Effects ; the Air it ſelf is roo 1 
fine, and above the Capacir) S] 
of he Eye. What then is the, 5! 
ther, that is in the Regjon It 
above? And whart are the fl 
Influences or Forms that :Je 
{cend from thence ? 


The 
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The Pythagoreans held, thar 
he Souls of Creatures are a 
DOrtion of Afther; and all 
WP hiloſophers agree, that Az 
ber is incorruprible; and what 
28s ſo, is ſo far from being an- 
ma Fnihilated, when ir gets rid of 
z; the Body, that it lays a good 
1 claim to Immortality. 

FI 

> Treaſures fallen into the 
e-Sea. , are loſt only to them 
x that cannot find them, wits 

1 neſs our late Expedition. The 

Spirit is nor loſt, but moving 
o in the Air, in its natural 
3 Sphere, where it obtains new 
&, Strength and Vigor. It paſſes 
1 Into the Air; as the Rivers 
« flow into the Seca. 
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Objetion. 
That Ani- 
mals con- 


— 

Omnia mutantur , nihil inter ® 
errat CF illinc, 
Huc venit ; hinc, illuc, & «voſl 
bet occupat Artus 't | 
Spiritus, &c. Ovid. Mea. 
Lib. xV: 1 

*«lThe Spirit never dies, bu m 
* here and there, tt 

* Though all things chang > 
* it wanders through th cc 

a > S| 
But do not Animals co” 3n 
vey 2 Senſitive Spirit as we dt 


vey a Senſi- as Body, in Generation ? Hor ©! 


tive Spirit 


j;1 Gefjera- 


tion. 
Anſwered. 
Though 
they do 
convey a 
portion of 
Specifick 


then deſcends a Form ? Jil 

I zpree, they give a Pon MN 
on of Specifick Spirit; yet thi S! 
hinders not, but thar zs th: In 
Body is ſupported by Food, f" 


in which there is a portion 0 nt 


Spirit, yet Spirit, and as the Animal Sp! Þ) 


the Univer- 


fal co-one- 


rits, that are continually flow- *r 


Ins 


% 
t 


f 


ig 


It 
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ing torth, are ſupplied by 


© che Influx of new, and afſi- 
| ſted by the Univerſal : foin 
© che Buſineſs of Generation, as 
;well as afterwards, tie Speci- 
'fick Spirit is enlarged and 
multiplied by the Influx of 
the General, or Univerſal. 
Now this is more or leſs ac- The man: 
cording to the aCtivity of che nr how the 


, "yp Uriverfal 
Specifick Spirit ; which be- Spirit joyns 


” ing of the nature of Light, with the 


has GEES b x Specifick,in 
doth attratt its like with more then 


or Jeſs vigor ; not much un- tion of Avia 
like an enkindled , though 91s. 

not flaming Lamp , whoſe 

Smoak or Effluviums, reach- 

Ing a neighbouring Light, ats 

traQts it, and becomies enlight- 

ned by ir at a diſtance; and 

by how much the Effluviums 

are more powerful, they at- 

tract 


# 3 
— —  — 
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D— 


tract 2 greater Proportion of 
Light: For Light naturally|; 
joyns and unites with Light, 
as Fire with Fire; and the 
Souls of Animals ( the Ratic 
nal excepted, ) are a Ray d 
Heavenly Light. 

Hence it comes to pals, 
that, in Men, Horſes, and 
other Animals, you ſhall hay 
a vaſt difference ; the Rac 
of ſome , appearing alway 
full of Life, and, as it were 


| 
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all Spirit , whilſt that of 6 , 
q thers, are always heavy and *,, 


dull, and as it were, half;ans 
mated. And thus it is in {6 
veral Plants, which eyery (| 
Gardener knows by expert (| 
ence ; for you ſhall have, in ;; 
the ſame kind, ſome produce Be 
great increale, and others ve q 
, k il 
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F ry lictle, in the ſame Soil. 
' Now [ ſee no Reaſon, why 
| the Univerſal Spiric may not 
® joyn with the Specifick in 
Generation, as well as afrer- 
wards. And why not in that 
of Animals, as well as inthe 
Production of Vegerables ? 
For though ir is in the moiſt That the 
Vapour larent in che Earth, _—_ 
pirit is 

as | hinted before, and imbie more plen- 
”" bed more or lels plencifully, — in 
" according to the aCtivity of = = 
' the Form ; fo is ic/ more in- where. 
renſely in the Air, in its pro- 

per Sphere; for the Univer- 

lal Spirit lodging principally 

there, permeates through all 

the Parts of the Univerſe,and 

is that Nature that is always 

ready, and at hand, to vivihe 
- diſpoſed Martter. 


j | D 2 That 


"AY 26 Of Tranſmigration ; or, {}:; 


» he That the Univerſal Spirr® 
nimalSpi- 1... . 

ritincre:e, 9965 Multiply the animal one,). 1 
in Auimals, after the Birth, is obvious to 


the Underſtanding of all Men® 
for that portion of animal Sg; 
xit that animates an Infant 
would ſcarce give motion 
a Manly Bulk. Bur I think 1 
we may with as much reafo1 
deny the Growth and Increak © 
of the Body, as that of the, 4 
Spirit. All Men that knby © 
the Benefit of good air, an( 
the Miſchief of bad , mul « V 
acknowledge it. How <4 * 
the weak and languiſhirgin * 
a good air recover Strer gth * 
and obcain new Spirit and 
Vigour > And how languic © 
and ſickly do Men becorneu © 
2 bad ? F-4Y F 
l 


And 


4 
c 
[0 
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the Animal Spirits are of an 
wh Aereal Principle ; which ap- 
pears from hence; whilſt 
a they inhabit the Body, thro' 
n, the intimate Unioa with the 
tn Air, the Body is preſerved 
| ſweet ; the Air continually 
x, Howing in, adding new ſtores 
of Life, and giving Motion, 
., aSit were, to the whole Ma- 
ny Chine : But when the animal 
\ Spirit is departed, then for 
{ , want of that Communion, 
1 the Body putrehies and ſtinks. 
'; Hence Anaximenes makes Spi- 
\ Tit and Air Syonymas. 
, The Reaſon of bad Air is 
/ occaſioned by the groſzneſs of 
, the Warery Humors, or Sul- 
phurous Vapors that annoy 
the Celeſtial Influences, by 
D 3 adhe- 


© And this may well be ; for - 


The Miſ- 
chiet of 
Sulphurous 
Vapors thu- 
Ctuating ia 
the Air; 
that they 
caule the 
Plague. 


, 
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adheſion to them. When the, 13 
Arſenical Vapors are multþ '« 
plied, it begers a Plague ; andy « 
it's more or lefs mortal,as hey by 
increaſe or decreaſe. Diſmiq ©? 
was the Place that Yitg| 
ſpeaks of ; 1 


4 £1 


Ia 
Quam ſuper baud ulle poterant ins b 
pune volantes | 3h 
Tendere iter pennis; talis jeſt 
Halitus atris S 
Faucibus effundens, ſupera ad con Þ 
vexa ferebat. If 
Unde locum Graii dixerunt n» | 
mime Avernum. 0 7 
{i 


*Oer which no Fowl cin \ 
* ſtretch her labouring wing þ 
* Such are the Fumes arififig - c 
f from thoſe Springs, k | 
. 


© They 
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| * They morral are, and fill 
the Armos-Hall ; 


©Whence do the Greeks that 


” *Place Avernus call. 


Theſe Sulphurous Exhala- 
tions deſtroy Plants and Fruit, 
as well as Animals ; Plants 
being blighted, and Apples 
being ſpotted, even with blue 
{pots to the Core, in the late 
Sickneſs-Year, where the 


Plague raged. The knows years ts 
ledge of which, by the in- foreſee a 
ſpetion of the Entrails of A- */8%*- 


nimals, may be had and tore- 


. ſeen, and by” removal pre- 


vemted. For when the im- 
# . mA 
purity of the air cannot be dil- 


- cerned by the Senſe of Smel- 


ling, and when the Maligni- 
ty makes no impreſſion on 
D 4 the 


? 
. . 
x - 
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Tae Fore- 
ſight of a 
Dearth 


— — 


the outward Skin, at Jexftinſh 
ics firſt approaches ; yer the; xo 
vital parts of Animals, whichþſo 
hold the cloſeſt and moſt int 
mate Communion with "the M 
Air, will preſently diſcover, hi 
it there be an InfeCtion in it, at 
by the diſcolouring and putje- 
tying the Parts for they;are 
firſt tainted, then the Blaod, mn 
thence the "om A 
+ Fan 
Hence, I. conceive it was, 93 
that Demecritus, when he mY fe 
reproached for his Pove rey, Jo 
rold his Deſpilers , That he c< 
could be rich when he plz; P 
ed : For by this Obſervation, V 
being a great DilleCtor of By- fc 
dies , he. foreſaw a Dearth, b1 
and chonde bought up Al Vi 
:he Olives. The Dearth hap* ſt 


pening, 


a 


In 4 Dening 
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, the Price of Olives 


vo 


ie. roſe ; whereby he might have 
nþ ſold them co great advantage ; 
»®þuc the Seller repining at his 
t Misfortune , Democritus , like 


himſelf, return'd the Olives 
ar the Price he bought them, 


Democritus therefore com- of augury. 


mended. che Wiſdom of the 
Ancients , for inſticuting an 
inſpeCtion into the Entrails of 
Sacrificed Beaſts; from the 
general Conſtitution and Co- 
lour whereof, may be per- 
ceived Signs of Health , or 
Peſtilence-, and ſometimes 
what Dearth or Plenty will 
follow. Augury thus ſtinted 
by wiſe Obſervation, and ha- 
ving regard to due Circume 
ſtances, may be uſefpl ; bur 


the 
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Of Tranſmi oration; or, 


The Loſs 
of Arts: 


the Practice of it ——- pf 
Romans, as in foretelling pa: Ted 
ticular Events co Men, an 
the like, was juſtly enougs Lit 
derided by Cicero. '-+ Zee 


But all Arts have ſuffer; a \ 
by the additions of fooliſ} rar 
Impoſtors ; whence the un the 
wary reje& the Truth, fo ve 
the ſake of Error intermik. Crt 
Hence Arts and Sciences hay: as 
their Death, as well as Bir 7al 
Hence the Tioging of Glzi 
isloſt ; Yet 1 conceive, tha **: 
they who have Leiſure a © 
Knowledge in the Mine 
Province, may extract a Syl 
phur from Metals, thar wil 
ringe and penetrate harde: 
Bodies, than that of Gla{ 
Bur to return to the Subjet th 

d, 


1 
- 
S& 4 


T 
> 
—_ 
' 


Ir- 


7 
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pf Air, whence 1 digre\- 


ſed. 


cteeds from the ſublimation of 
2 light Water, acuared with 
a volatil Nitre, which being 
rarefi'd and impregnated with 
the Heavenly Influences, con- 
veys down Life, new Res 
Cruits to the Spirits of Animals, 
as well as to Plants and Mine» 
rals. 


* This, if you can receive Homer ex- 
1 plained. 


© it, is Homer s Juno, whon 
* Jupiter let down into the 
* Air, with a weight at her 


© Feer, her Hands being tied 


** with a Gold Chain to Jupi- 
* ter's Chair. 

The Meaning whereof, is 
this, T hat che Spiritual Influ- 
Ences 


The good Air, and the The penefit 
fe and Spirit it brings, pro- of good Air. 


"=o 


. . — 
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ences flowing from the Heei# © 
venly Bodies, are too ſubiilſf ,, 
for a Deſcent, without a 'Bop 
dy ; that the Air is the Bod x 
or Medium , that con'rey;\” ſt 
chem down to the E;ath® 7 
And though theſe Forms {Jon 
thus continually from the, #- 
ther, yet the Eternal God ha x 
the ordering and diſpoſing | 
thereof, and that it is not done; þ, 
without- his Providence ani” 
Direction. I, 
| FF; 
Thus, according to $3cr» / 
tesand Plato, there are Three 7 
Principles of Things ; God e 
Idea, and Matter ; God,-the t; 
Efficient Cauſe; Idea and 0 
Matter, the Formal and Ms i 
terial, [t r 


I have 


Y ® 


| ate 
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*# 7 have now deſcribed Na- Superior, 


: overn in- 
l © rure in General , the Com- ferior Na- 


* merce berween Heaven and tures. 
I" Earth, and the mutual afli- 
2 tance they give each other. 
2 The Waters giving forth 2 
' ſubtil Vapour, to dilute the 
” ſcorching Influences, and the 
* Heavens endowing it with 2 
' - Viral Principle, ſending it 
tz back into its Native Coun- 
try, enrich'd with the Privis 
ledge of Life. The income 
} parable Encheiridion Phyſice res 
'  ſtitute, ſpeaking of thele 
' Things, has thus ingeniouſly 
, expreſsd them. Hac eſt Na- 
' ture Univerſe Scala, Jacobo 
Patriarch in Vifione revelata ; 
ille ſunt Mercurii Penne, qua- 
rum ope, Ipſe (Deorum Nuncins, 
 entiquss myſtice diflus ) Superim, 
Infes 


pr 
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Inferorumque Limina frequent 
adire credebatur : i. e, ** "This 
* the Scale of Nature in ggfat 
* neral, preſented to the. Phe 
* triarch Jacob in a Vilia!N: 
«© Theſe are the Wings (th: 
&« Mercury, ( myſtically ftils N 
« by the Ancients, the Me $8! 
* fenger of the . Gods,) bd! 
* whole help, he was heliey RY 
« ed frequently to viſit this M 
* Courrs of Heaven} an © 
«© Earth. i & 
—_— Thus do Superior govenſ\th 
led Sods:; and influence Inferio!;; Nv WV 
and why, in turesz the former of which, 
—_— that is, the ſeven Planets, fo * 
ſence, their Excellency and Bene 
cence to this lower World { 
the ancient Philofophers cab © 
led ous, | which we rende © 
Gods ; from «« ow, rhejy, pur © 
e fetud, 
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Wpetual Hotion, So the Eters 
[3 ual, by his Providence vouch- 
| Nafing ro be always at work, 
/ hey thought os a ficting 

a. ame for the Alvvghty. Not 
{that God has properly any 
{ Name ; ( though Kircherus 
{ gives us Seventy two, all in 
x different Languages, ) yet 
y Ave may invoke the Divine 
w Majeſty, by any of his At- 


} tributes, 


So that the Philoſophers Theancient 
Philoſo- 
phers did 
not adore 


themſelves, (I mean thoſe 
,, who were - worthy of that 


q Tile, ) neither believed nor ?l! they cal- 


. adored a Multicude of Gods, 
5, Nor intended them for Wor- 
4 ſhip ; bur propter excellentiam, 
| called both Things and Per- 
, ſons ſo. Thus Z Homer calls 
R g'eep a God, when it hinders 
Fd Tupiter 


led Gods- 
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Jupiter from aſſiſting the Tulſf 
jans; and Heſiod, in his*Thw « 
gonia , has infinite Dieitief 
Whatever is productive i pc 
ſomething elſe with him, iN 
a God ; thus Contention' is i®p] 
fruicful Deity, becauſe it pro T 
duces Trouble, Grief, Quy Fi 
rels, Fightings, &c. So th ar 
Name os, might be give #th 
by the Greeks to lome of thagby 
Heros and great Perſohs, » bc 
to Antiochus, who was calle. C 
©, without adoring :hemÞric 
as the Title Majeſty 34 non O! 
given to Kings ; which! being bl 
great inthe abſtra&, is nt an bu 
Attribute too low , eve fo br: 
the Almighty ; and yer we do. th 
not adore them , whey we lai 
call them ſo. 


iThis 


———— 
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bY 
 cdin Holy Writ to call Great 
© Men Gods ; and thus the Ap- 
i pellarive, Good, (whence the 
© Name Ged is derived, ) is ap- 
Wolics by us to all excellent 
© Things , as well as Perſons. 


Thus God himſelf is pleaſ- 


p For Ariſtotle could prove, by Ariferle 


" an Argument from Motion 
{ #the Being of one Infinite God, on, that 


" by ſhewing that there muſt 
z be a firſt Mover, who is the 
. Cauſeand Origin of all -Mo- 
Scion, who is Immoveable , 
x One, Erernal, and Indiviſ1- 
y ble: Which ſeveral Attri- 
n butes he has proved by irre- 
x fragable Arguments. Burt 
lo: this Subject merits a particu- 
e lar Diſcourſe. 


[ (ſhall 


proves 
) from Moti- 


there can 
be but one 


= = 2 


A IC 


= - 
—2 —-————- 
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FO 
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How the 
Philoſo- 
phers came 
to call ma- 
ny Things 
Gods, 


- I ſhall only therefore acl 
here, Thar Philoſophy com-# 
ing originally from the Pi C: T 
they treated of Things [ina x 
ſublime and lofry Stile ; wid! 'of 
whom every Hill was Ohn*. 
pus, and this Olympus, Heavn” G 
every Valley, Erebas ; and ever; jj, 
Prince, a God. And whenthe; 4 
reared of Nature, they © 4] 
preſented her as the | Ely 
Beauriful Diana, no leſs hat 7 'P 
a Goddelſs, whom to beholl. by 
with unclean eyes, was [DeathÞÞ ſar 
and to unveil whom | ind of 
cently, to ſuffer the Puniſh 0; 
ment of Tantalus. The ad tht 
mirable Things ſpoke of her, the 
(which the ,People alway, Ge 
miſtake, ) made Aſia fond M. 
adore her. 2 v; 
Ti tio, 
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# The Philoſophers there» 
© fore, when they ſpoke of the 
2 Firſt Principles of Nature, or 
of her excellent Operations, 
could call chem no leſs than 
* Gods, after the Laws of Poe- 
| fie. And this, I obſerve, 
' was an univerſal Cuſtom in 
all Countries, the Names ons 
 1y differing, according tothe 
! Language of the. Country ; 
{ bur the Thing was ſtill the 
ſame. Hence are the Deities 
of Homer's Oceanus and Tetbys, 
- Orpheus his Ouranos and Veſta, 
} the Fomans Celus and Terra, 
; the Father and Mother of the 
5 Gods, (1. e.) the Formal and 
v Material Principle of all 
* Things. And for che Opera- 
2 tions of Nature, they tell us 

= 2 of 
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of Rhea, whence Nepthm,Þ 
Pluto, and even Jove hinglelif 
was delcended.For the uniyers. 
fal Spirit falling on the Water? 
they cal dNeptune,(a nando ſax,” * 


(icero, )penetrating the Earth 
where Treaſures are found 
Pluto, from m\irg-, Riches 
and whilſt floating in the (0 
Air, Juno, a Juvando ; for 
things live by Air; and 
caule it included a Fiery Sp 


rit, which digeſting apt Mz 


tallick Nature : and by ov 
(it you rake it not as anH 
perbole, which here is not; jj 
piter ter Opt, Max. not a Pe{ſon 
bur Place, ) is meant the En 
pyraum; for that being ne: 
to the Throne of the Divin® 


Majeſty, was by a Metomm”: 
' na ? 


fr, 


of 


by 


ter, became Metal, the wh Vo 


O 


rit 
{ul 
Re 
M: 


; notunhily called by his name, 


' Matter cannot aſcend. 
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who lirs there. To imagine 


- theſe, Perſons, according to the 
* Letter of the Poets, is be- 
neath the Thought of a Man 


of Sence ; to contute ir, were 
ro write to the Crowd : tis 
not worth lifting up ones Pen 
againſt ir, 
Thele are all faid to flow 
from Rhea,meaning the Chaos 
ot Heſwd, and that dark A- 
byls, the holy Geneſis calls 
void and without form ; becauſe 
of this Mactter all things were (a) 1 fiy 
made, which were afterwards &eted, be- 


" wa cauſe this 
divided and diſtinguiſhed DY Spirit of 
an informing, (a) created Spi- Light was 
rit of Light, raiſing the moſt _— 
lubtil part into the higheſt tracted in- 
Region, whither corruptible *2.*he Body 

of the Sun. 


E 2 This 


2 


PI IS 
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This Region the Philoſo 
phers call'd Empyreum, Jow,F" « 
or the Super-celeſtial Heaven} / 
And as a further Deſcription 
of Nature's operations, | ;he;* 


D 4 
m_ of tell us the Story of Thety he! 


a 
0 
Nature in going to Vulcan's Houſe d #7 
—_— ſhining Braſs, his falling iv a 
icent. to her Lap, when he | wa J 
thrown down from Heayen, © 0 
her mounting theSky in 1dati. 1 
Dreſs, to viſit Jupiter 44 wh” 2 
receiv'd her kindly, and pls, ( 
ced her near himſelf. HencÞþ ©! 
is the Adad and Atargates d t 
the Aſſyrians ; the firſt repre © 
ſenting the Sun, with bi 
Beams bending downwark, *| 
the latter the Earth, reagyn 
receive them. it 


The: 


} &- 


” ciples, this is the Mind and 


1 f 
l, 4 
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| Then again for their Prin- 


Water of Anaxagoras and Tha- 


7 les ; the Soul of the World, that 
> animated all the Parts theres 


| 
! 


of, mentioned by Zoroaiter , 
Pythagoras , Heraclitus , Plato, 
and Zeno. The Veſta and 


; - Jove (related by Herodotus, ) 


-- of the Scythians ; the Ur, i. e. 


Light or Fire of the Chaldeans, 
and Water of the Perſians , 
(which the common People, 
chrough Miſtake, worſhippd) 
the Fire and Water of Hipps- 
crates, which could do all 
things, the Aetes of Heſiod , 
that married the Daughter of 
Oceanus; that Fire, which 
ſome made ſynonymous with 
Sol; the Air, which they cal- 
led Venus , the Virgin, ( bc- 
E 4 caulc 
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cauſe nor ſpecificared ; ) ani 
in a word, that Myſtyry | 


which the Ancients, with gre 
Induſtry and Arr endeavour! 
ro conceal from the Vulga,” 
calling it by divers Name 
ſhadow! ing ir in Hereglrtp 
Aenigma s, and dark Fables, t 
the end ir might not becm 
common ; bur yet lo, tha 
the Induſtrious might by Ja 
bour and ſearch atrain | the 
knowledge of it. 


For as Eſdras had WO. 


of Wiſdom , which the | Wk 
only were to look into; {6 
had the Magi their Occult Pls 
loſophy, w! hich they delivered 


down to their Sons of Learn- 


ing, either Cabaliſtically, of in} 


a Stile the Common People 


did 4 


— _ 


— > Www Ti, 0. Ta * 
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E did not underſtand. Thus 
* Pythagoras and Ariſtotle had 


cheir ſecret Philoſophy, which 


** they taught only ro ſome par- 
ticular Perſons, whole Wir 


and Morals they were well 
alſurd of. And though A- 
riſtotle publiſhed his Acroaticks, 
yetir was in ſuch a ſtile, that 
he tells Alexander , that none 
but thoſe who heard them 
diſcourſe thereof , could un- 
derſtand them ; that is, they 
were exprelsd in a manner 
difficulr to be underſtood, to 
keep off the Multitude; yer 
they getting fight of the Fa- 
bles of the Ancients, by the 
unlawful Publiſhing of them, 
by ſuch as Hippaſus, Hippar- 


+ chus, and Empedocles, they be- 


came an Offence to them, 


( Scan- 


of Tranſmigration; or, 


( Scandalum acceptum , non | of 1 
tum, ) and thereby fell ny” 51 
Idolarry. | - 


@)I —_ The Original | of one l 3 
one e "Ge 
for — Species, ] whereof, might bY 's th 


werethe as R. Maimonides faith , t'or 


— os - Worſhip of the Sears(; bw þ; 


and there ſurely not for the Reaſdak P 


acre le gives! (.e.) from lookingu | 
fooun tro Heaven, and beholdin” a 
whence gqheir Splendor, adore fthen® 1 


they ſpran 
we, wg as the Miniſters of Go i WK 


ſhip of the Stars, he could not mean 6 


being th Fixt ; (they might as we | 


Original of 

all Idolatry ; for moſt Nations adored ſeveri1D6 
ities. The Scythians adored the Wind, asGol © 
being (as they ſay) the Czuſe of Life. The Chglh EF 
ans adored Fire; the Perſians, Water , the h , 
mans, Earth, under the Name of Veſta ; the'Egy 
tians, divers Animals and Inſets ; and all Natio b 
had their Deified Heroes. E n 


hai ® 
® ii. Ny 


4 


| 
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F have worſhipped a Flock of 


i” Sheep ; ) nor is their Splendor 
© conſiderable : If Planets ; how 
= comes Saturn, that is a dark & 

F obſcure Planer, ſcarce viſtble, 

that moves flowly, to have 

” ſuch glorious Things ſaid of 

! him ( above the reſt of the 

| Planets, even of Sol himſelf, ) 

{whoſe Life was the Golden 

& Age? 1his could nor be from 

F the outward Appearance , 

which takes with the People. 

. This therefore could be no 

* Argument with them for A- 

, dJoration ; but this was ſpoke 

; of ſomewhar elſe, under the 

{ Homonymium of Saturn, which 

; is highly valuable,underſtood 

6 by the Magi, ( and therefore 
> not adored, though not by 
: the People, for whom theſe 

= things 
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; things were never intended , 
nor yet for the Stoicks, whoſ 4 
trifled in this Matter. | | k 


Of the My- The Truth is, the Me C 


—_— phors and Allegories , anc he's ' b; 
ents. exceeding abſtrule way the! _ 


Ancients took of veiling thet - vv 
Knowledge in Natural Fils þ, 
ſopby, ſhews, they were calcu | ſe 
lated only for the moſt ek& $1 
vated Minds , whoſe happy 

Condition gave them leiſur 

and opportunity to adyanch, $ 
their Contemplation into gt w 
latisfation of experimental oy 
Certainty. Whence theſe Men tr 
knew what the meaning ws ez 
of Jupiter's expelling Satun, r2 
the Union of Mars and Venw, D 
Saturn's devouring his - Chil!* lo, 
dren, or xg&G- his Son Sadidu,” na 
Aidan 


| 
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F Atal anta fugiens, CC. Thar 


© theſe were nor ſpoke of Per- 


ſons, bur Things, and are in 


Zoo ſort immoral ; though 


# ſome Pedants "he given a 


| * barbarous Account of them ; 


who, having daub'd their 
Writings with Greek and He- 


brew, would make one naus 


ſeate the Tongues, for the 


; Stuff they deliver. 


Tamblichus tells us of the 


; Symbols of Pythagoras , that 


without a right Interpretati- 
on, they appear like tooliſh, 
trivial Fables ; bur rightly 
explained, diſcover an admi- 
rable Sence, no leſs than the 
Divine Oracle of Pythian Apol- 
lo. But thele were the Arca- 


» na Sapientum, Nam que Sa- 


cerdotes 


; 
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cerdotes condita in Arcanis he A 
bent, nolunt, ut Veritas ignots ſuch 
ad multos manare ; Pena us al nd 
jefta, qui ea im Vulgus prodgren.Ww 
faich Diodorus. Thar is, * Th-&H 
© Prieſts were unwilling, tha {ſh 
"thoſe Things which thaÞof 
* had concealed ſhould com; ni 
* abroad ; ſome Truths wer  o1 
*to be kept ſecret, ang! Pe of 
* nalties inffifted on thoſk I 
* wh 'd proſtitute'then; 

who wou'd proſtitute'them: ta 
cc 

co the Vulgar. | 


That all = Now that the Philoſoghen bo 


the ancient - | 
Philoſp. Of all Nations, that were ac 


phers that quainted with the Myſteries bi 
= ng of Nature , meant the ſame C 
of Nature, T hing under different Mzsks, al 
an Thivg will appear more evident, by; © 
under di- * explaining an Egyptian Sym-} Vi 
vers &"ig- bol, according to the Chaldea 
"i Aﬀtro 


= 
= 
LEY 


— 
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+ Aſtrology, and Grecian My 
:®rhology. Though ic muſt 
A not be expected from me, 
(Wwhilſt I am building up the 
?® Honour of Pythagoras, that I 
:Zſhould violate his great Law 
1” of Secrefie; that I ſhould mas» 
x nifeſt in publick, what is fic 
t only for the communicatian 
of an intimate Friend. Bur 
-& I ſhall offer enough co main- 
1 tain my Aſſertion, 


1 The Egyptians, in their Sym- Au Egyptian 
1. bals, were wont tO paint Mer- 5/Obolex- 
- cury youthful, with Wings on according 
s his Feet, and at his Head, a to the 
e Caduceus in his Hand, twiſted 
;,| about with two Serpents , 
the Magical Number of Se- 

* VEN, EC, 


The 
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Chaldcan 
Aſtrology. ſtrology , acquaint us , Thaft 


Grecian 


x 
V 
b 
a 
Mythology theology, tell us, Mercury We V 
F 
d 
L 


The Chaldeans, in theik 4 þ 


Mercury is of the Nature 
that Planet with which it i 
in conjunction ; that withth& 
Malevolent , he is Malewf : 
lent ; with the Benevolent! 
he is Benevolent; and th: 
he always follows the Sun, 


The Grecians, in their M 


the Meſſenger of the God 
was wont to pals from on: 
to another, and that he ws 
a Thief, &c. Now al it 
theſe Three are bur ſever ut 
Modes of exprefling the ſame 
Thing ; and that according 
co the Genius and Dilpoſii tion. 
of each Nation. | KO 
| Ba 
The 


Natural Philoſopby. 


— 


i ing, were for communicating 
© their knowledge of Nature, 
i by chart of Paint and Figure ; 
# as a wile and diſcreet way of 
62 concealing from the Vulgar, 
1 what was not fit, or neceſla- 
z ry for them to know ; but 
what the Wiſe and Learned 
by labour and induſtry might 
j- attain , without which, they 
z wereunworthy of it. Which 
; Practice ſome continue to this 
x. day, as I have lately ſeen in 
Libro muto Philoſophie, Printed 
|| in France; and as may be ſeen 
1 in the Emblems of Materus. 


4 ' The Egyptians affeCting Paint- Exyption, | 


vw The Chaldeans, that were Cha!dean, 


n; great Obſervers of the moti- 
 onof the Stars, their Diurnal 
and Annual, their Retrogras 

l F dation, 


== Tranſmigration ; ot, 


Grecian. 


dation, and Progreſſion, ar any 


in ſhore, of the whole Ocaſ 


nomy of the Heavenly, B 
dies, had herein ſufficia 
Matter to allegorize all the 
Knowledge of Natural Phi 8) 
fopby, in the myſterious wa 
of the Motion, Conjundtinll 
Oppoſition, &c. of the Ply 
nets ; as ſome Men now ut © 
x0 do their ſecret Deſign 


under the Cant of Trade. 


The Greciars , when: thil 
Learning was brought then 
by Pythagoras, and ſome! fen 
others that travelled into E 
£ypt amongſt the Prieſts ; be 
ing a witty People, abgiund 
ing with a Luxuriant Fancy, 
did not like the dull and al 
lenc way of Symbols, whid? 


She 
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they called Fieroghphicks ; 
{ wherefore they were for 
communicating their Know- 
@ ledge of thele things in a Po- 
© etick, Romantick manner , 
= diſguiſing the ſame with 
| range Stories, and fabulous 
© Relations of Gods and God- 
 defles, Men and Women, 
> Heaven and Hell; wherein 
= they ſcarce gave any reftrainc 
ro their Wit, or confinement 
. co the Rules,even of Vere 
# or Decency ; ſuch is the En- 
t  thuſtaſm of Poetick Rage. 
' Sometimes they mixed Ho- 
- rals with their Mythology; at 
+ others, neither ſparing Hea- 
ven or Hell, Yercue or Vice, 
+ to repreſent their Knowledge 
# and Experiments in Natural 
= Philoſophy. 
Thus 


Þ 2 
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Thus when they woul 
expreſs the intimate Union oÞ 
rwo Natural Bodies, becauſe 
the enjoyment of Martia 
confin'd the Fancy, and, aff 
they thought, leſlen'd che &ſf j 
fire , nothing would fery 
their turn , bur ro height}, 
the Union, . to bring in Ge he 
dultery of Mars and Youu!* 
but yer their being d Vim 
the power of Vulcan, and c 
verd in an Iron Net, was (ub 
ficient to inform the Philoſs! 
pher, that there was no mot . 
intended by this, than to ſhey 
how cloſe a Union thele ty! 
Bodies would make by th 
power of Fire. "The Nt 
whereot was not caſual 
mentioned , fince there ar 
fome living, who have ſea 


mn . 2 un a =, ed © iu &@ as os . 
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the Operation reticulatim. Tho' 
{ after all, to do tight to the 
\ Ancients; Ovid, and other 
Poets, that have colle&ed the 
Grecian Mythology, out of their 
# Philoſophers and Poers, have 
& ( Poetica Licentia ) added In- 
& ventionsof their own, which 
E are as apparently to be diſtin- 
{> guiſhed, as the bold ſtrokes 
© of an Apelles, from the ſha- 
king ones of a Tyro. 


Having ſaid this, I ſhall 
firſt ſhew what this Mercury 
is: Secondly, His Qualiciess 
Thirdly , How theſe Three 
Nations agree in their Deſcri- 
ptions of .him , all of them 
meaning the ſame Thing un- 


der diflerent Veils. 


] 


T 2 But 


— 
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Alter CHy Y 
deſcribed, 


But before I deſcribe him, 
it is fic to premiſe this ; Thai 
the Ancients, who ſtudied « 
Natkral Philoſopby,, found i y 
greater Excellency in the Mi h 
neral Province , than in| all 
the Parts of Nature belide, 
and therefore applied them-Þ t 
ſelves. thereto , and in their 1 
Mythology, have dilcoverdÞ 


their Experiments therein! 


h 

4 
| 

Mercury then 1s, - what the 1 
Chymiſts call Argent vive, and, » 
the People], Quick-ſilver ;* « 
the Wonder of the World t 
dry, and yet current ; fluid ] 
and yertnor wetting the hand, | 
an imperfect crude Metal, ( 
For his Qualities, he is |the} 
moſt volatil of the Seven,(and! 1 
may well therefore be called 
the 
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the Meſſenger of the reſt , 


| who are all Gods,) ſuſceptible 
of any Form, yet. will mix 


with. nothing, but what is of 
his own Nature, 


With the Egyptians, he was 


the ſecond Dynaſta, accord- 
4 Ng 70 Kircber, Aureumgz Des 
mum vocabant, (ex eg enim Sol ori- 
 tur:) and asa Planer he was 


ſo roo, according to Yoſſuus 
upon R. Matmonides,in A/g yptios 
rum Haieroglyphicis, Stella Deus 
exprimebatur, A Meſlenger of 
the Gads, with the Greeks; a 
Planet, with the Chaldeans ; 
both which call che Planets 
Gods ; and with the Magi, 
who underſtood him, one of 


* the Seven Metrats. 


F 4 The 
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Egyptian | 
Explanatl 
ON. 


Chaldean 
Fxplanati-; 
ON. 


The Fgyptians,to denote hi 
crude Nature , paint | hin 
young ; his volaril, with wing 
on his Feet and Head ; hi 
Caduceus that works wonder 
with two Serpents ſeven time 


twiſted about ;. the .mighy 
Power he obtains, when acu-F 
ated ſeven times ; that as the® 
Egyptian Serpents were won 
ro deſtroy,ſo he then become} 
powerful in the Difſolytia® 


and natural Deſtruction «d 


Metals. This is that Serpen 
that devoured the Com vans © 


ons of Cadmus ; and who'the) 
are, he that now knows not, 
let him be ignoraar ſtill. , 


The Chaldeans, to hen | 


his volatil Nature, make him 


a conſtant Attendant on the © 


Sun; 
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Sun; and to ſhew his Muta- 
bility, and ſuſception of dis 
verſe Qualities, that he is of 
the Nature of that Planer, 
with which he is in Conjun- 
&ion ; Benevolent, with che 


{Benevolent; Malevolent, with 
"the Malevolent : (:.e.) joyn'd 


| with a Metal abounding with 
Zan Arſenical Sulphur, he al- 
© ſames the Nature of that Me- 
tal, with which he is in Con- 
junction, and ſo becomes Ar- 


ſenical ; which being a poi- 
 ſonous Subſtance, may- well 


enough be called Malevolent; 
but joyned with a Metal a- 
bounding with a pure Meral- 
line Sulphur, he changes and 
 purs off his Arſenical Quali- 
ties before aſſumed, and then 


” becomes impregnated with a 


rrue 
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"The Greci- 
an Expla- 
nation, 


true Metalline Sulphur, whid 
fr its excellency, may wel 
be called Benevolent. | By 

The carrying this to wy 
Height, would give a grea 
er Blow to that vain Art 
Judicial Aſtrology , than. eiths 
Cornelius Agrippa, or any A 
thor I have yet met with 


hath given; and give a ratoWirr 
nal account, why ſome PlaEni 
nets are called Maſculin®f 
ſome Feminine; ſome Cho M 
lerick, ſome Phlegmarick 
Saturn cold, Mars hot, &c. © 
= de 


The Grecians, to exprith -m 
his young and volatil Natur ce 
make him a ſwift Meſkenge to 
of the Gods ; call him Thi; Sc 
for ſtealing the Arrows 4d) 
Apollo ; whereby they (her) P! 

vi br 
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— —_—_4 


his fuſceptibilicy of Qualities ; 
that joyned with Sol, acuared 
witch the other Metals, he af- 
fumes his & their Virtues and 
Qualities, & ſteals from them 
Mtheir Nature and Eſſence. For 
Mercury igche lame to Metals, 
as, common Water 1s to An1- 
als and Plants; and as this 
imbibes the Nature of the A- 
nimal or Plane decocted in i, 
© fo does that,the Nature of the 
6 Metal digeſted with it. 


> Hence may be eafily un- 
-derftood what Pythagoras 
& meant, when he ſays, he re- 
t ceived the Gift from Mercury, 
« to know the Migration of the 
\. Soul, as ic paſt -fromone Bo» 
dg. dy ro another, This is thar 
"2 Proteus that aſlumes all Forms; 
3% but enough of this. Iam 


— 


| 
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I am not inſenfible; tha * 
I have gone againſt the'Cw 
rent of the Learned Kir 
the profound Voſſuus, ad ; 
induſtrious Galtrucius, Bochg 
tus, Natalis Comes, and the ref 
of the College of Leatnin 
whoſe Memories I revereng {| 
whoſe Works I honour, \vhoklj 
Library-Keeper, I confels an}, 
ſelf unworthy;yet no humarf ;, 
Authoriry ought to weig® «: 
more, than the Reaſons the | ,; 
give will naturally a\lon , 
So that I conceive all? the? 
Learned Men have follow? 
one another, in the; lan” 1 
Learned Tra&t of anciet 
Error , a ſufficient Whrra 4 
for thoſe who are fond of tht; x 
old Notion, Quo antiquiys, i ,, 
v2rius ; which Hypotheſis wi); c, 

| mÞ 


_ 
«* 
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not always hold good; for 
who knows not, that there 
was Darkneſs in this World 
E before Light 2 That the An» 
, gels fell before Adam was crea- 

red > That Adam was de- 
ceived even in Paradiſe, by 
the Great Impeſtor ; and ſince 
E that, the next Man, Cain, was 
E both a Murtherer and a Liar ? 
® He that conſiders how ſoon 
® Sinentred into the World,and 
| » that ever ſince Mankind hath 
& been beſer with Sin, Error 
Z and Folly, ( of which he has 
” been very fruitful even from 
the beginning ;) that the De» 
vil hath advanced his King- 
dom to a great height ; that 
Error is more ancient than 
Adam, will not be eaſily per» 
> luaded to believe, chat what 
b; TO 
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is moſt ancient, is therefy 
moſt true, though gilded wit 
a ſhew of Learning. 'Werlff ſo 
there not erroneous Tenets fff ri 
Chriſtianity cozxvous wich thff pt 
Apoſtles 2 Who then can ſao 
ea the bare antiquity of aſſth 
Opinion is a good Argi\menfE 
forirs Iruch2 For mypa gi 
I chink it not fit co be che (ol T 
Criterion of Matters of \FatFou 
for we are to judge, not onl'”'w 
how ancient the Hiſtorign is; I « 


bur how agreeable the Thing [ 

delivered, is to erue Rez? 

fon. | Fo 
»* | hi 


Now the Great Men| Ye 
was ſpeaking of , have: bee Thi 


{ents ro induſtrious r fincþfor 


—— _ out to what Perſons rhe Ex Th 


bles of the Poets do relate; 
whe? 


$ 
. 
[4 
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when in Truth, they are nor 
& Hiſtorical Relations of Per- 
© ſons, bur real and true Ex 
ME riments in Natural Philoſo- 
Ephy, though veil'd in Fabu- 
Mlous Relations, to conceal 
\Fthem from the Vulgar : One 
SExperiment whereof ,. will 
give more Light, chan the 
ETalk of all Mankind with- 
{Fout it. The Explanation of 
F* which, may do great Right, 
; I conceive, ro the Ancients, 
deliver them from Calumny, 
L.. give ſome greater Light 
ro the Learned World, than 
hicherto has been done, and 
| yet {o, as not to cranſpreſs 
a the great Law of Pythagoras, 
xor incur the Puniſhment of 
+ Theopompus or Theodeſtes. 
Cit 
a? The 


*+. 
af 
er 


= 
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| 


ObjeHion. 


The Famous Lord Yerula 
has made this one of the grea 
Pillars in the building up 
Inſtauratio magna, where,n tha 
Great Man ſaw, chit th 
Wiſdom of the Ancients wi 
couched in theſe Myſteric 
Of which Opinion I find lik 
wile Sir Kenelm Digby.Bur th 
was fit for the Learned Pe 
of the Honourable Mr. Buy to 
the Ornament of our Nt . th 
tion. 7 , «al 


Lo os a... 2! 


But to return to Pythagur 
Can the Belief of this 
arine, that teaches , that F 
Spirit ſet at Liberty, by < th 
Diſſolution of its Body, maj/ 
afrerwards animate anoth 
Body, be an Argument | 
any man's paying a | Det 

=_ 
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i rence co that Creature, whom, 
if ke fanſies , the Spirit of his 


Father animartes ? 


He may with as much Reſpor/: 
Reaſon honour that Field , 
that produced his Father's 
Food, ( being aſſimilated in- 
to his Nature, ) or adorethe 
Wind, (that continued Life 


Bo him, ) as this Animal. For 


® the Senſitive Spirit, after its 
* diſſolution from the Body, is 
& no more his Father's, than the 
Air he expired , was a part 
of himſelf; ic was nothi 
Far firſt, but the Ligature of 
} the Rational Soul and Body, 
a. Which, when they are diſloly- 
ed, as to them, there is an 


#end of the Tie. 
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Objettion. 


Reſponſ. 


Of the 1- 

dentity of 
Form in all 
Bodies. 


No one fure will thinksh 
Opinion does invade the Ds 
Arine of the Reſurre&ion; 
fince there can be no need of 
a Medium, where there are 
no Extreams. The cloathin 
of the bleſſed Spirits after thi 
Life, will doubtleſs be wit 
a Robe of Light, becauſetht 
are always to appear befor 
the Father of Lights. | Oulif # 
Saviour's T ransfiguration maj þ 
give us 2 glimpſe of this ; bu'} þ 
where Fleſh and Blood carþ 
not enter,whar need can * 
be of a Senſitive Spirit #f 

But 1 think this Matt 
may be carried higher 'thar 
the Opinion laid down of Th}, (a 
thagoras ; for this very Paw fi: 
cle of Light and Heart, wha ch 
it is free from its Body « Fc 
what 
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whatever ſort, may penetrate 
Matter that miay concrete into 
Stone or Meal , produce a 
Vegetable , or inſinuate into 
an Animal-Matrix , and co- 
operate in the Generation of 
the Fetus; for it is homoge- 
neous with the Vital Heat in 
all bur their Specification. Tis 
true , Eireneus the Great , has 


jaid, There is nothing that 


® has a Seminal Virtue applicas 
2 ble to ewo things. But this is 


ipoken of a Seminal Virtue la- 
tent in ſome Body, not at Li- 
berty and free, bur fpecificas 


ted and detetmind. 


TT hat this Spirit is univer- 


* ſal, 1 need not go back to the 


firſt Abyls and Form, to ſhew 
the Identity of Matter and 
Form in General, (which. was 
G 2 after- 
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afterwards divided and' di 
ſRinguiſh'd according to [the 
Proportion of Marter and 
Form, ) to prove the Identi- 
ty of Spirit in all theſe Three, 
Tis enough here to thew, 
that Minerals and Plants, (ng 
ro mention Animals,) being 
Phyſick and Food for Man, 
are, by application ro him 
affimilated into his Nature 


and: that only by the Pawel 
of his own Specifick Spirit; 


which ſhews them to hed 
his own Matter and Form, 0 
(a) Aliment ir could not attract and con 


(ſays Art- 
fate) rage vert into its own Nature what 


be the ſame Is repugnant to it (a). Dutt 
potenully, thar there is an HomogeneiÞþ 


whi ch the Exh 


mented, or vinces of Name, will appex 


nouriſhed | 
<= inan from hence (if ir be rye] 


; INJ 
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that from:the Droſs of Metals 
reducd to Aſhes, are genera- 
ted Beetlesz from Plants, Ca- 
terpillers ; from Fruit, Mag gots ; 
and from putrehed Animals, 
Bees and Flies ;\ (o that an A- 
nimal Life lows from them 
all. . And our of any Species 
of every. one of the Three 
Kinds,may be drawn a Light 
burning , and fiery-, Spirit ; 

which could not be, were 


2 they nor homogeneous. 


The great difference which 
there ſeems to be between the 
leveral parts.of the Creation, 
makes the People indeed bes 
lieve them | of contrary, Na- 


's tures, 'Fhus. the, Vulgar 


can hardly. ;chink that, Fouri- 
tain-Water will;e ver become 
G 3 Wood, 
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Wood, Leaves, Fruit, Bones 
Ginews, Blood, and all: the 
Parts of an Animal Bedy: 
But a Naturaliſt can: eaſily 
diſcern , that the Wacer o 
moiſt Vapour, that difolve 
the Seed, is by the Specifick 
Spirit of the Seed converted 
into its own Nature, and 
ſhoots up into Branches, bear: 
ing Leaves and Fruit, whok 
groffer part encreaſeth the Bo-F 
dy of the Tree. And (ſo the? 
Water drank by Animals, 
becomes converted into Nou 
riſhment, and is communica: 
ted into all the Parts of theP 
Body, by which they all grow 
and are encreaſed to a deter: | 
minate Time. Thus are all Þ 
che Pants of the Univerſe re 
lated ro each-'other by the 
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common Bond of the Game 
Univerſal Spirit, which Pars 
menides in his famous Jdea's 
calls That one Idea, which is 
the Foundation of all Singu- 
lars ; our of which, as from 
a Thread, the whole Web, 
as it were, of Individuals, js 
woven. 


Now this Univerſal Spiric 
reliding in many Particulars, 
is the Support and Foundatis 
on of them all ; and is, «c- 
cording to Zenophanes, wholly 
togerher one ; though for di- 
ſtin&tion ſake, and that we 
may better underſtand one 
another in Diſcourſe, we di- 
vide it into Three 'Heads, 
which aze called Kinds, and 
imo. almoſt infinite Species, 
G 4 which 


— —  — 
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which are' the Particular, 


Thus we ſee Nature, ths 
She is One, Pure and Sin: 
ple, is yer beneficial t> the 
whole Creation, and cont 
nually ſupplies che periſhing 
Old, by the Gifr, as it ywere, 
of New. And thus we maj 
| fee, that without God, who 
15 Nature's Governor, we car 


do nothing even in this world. 


* O Eternal Wiſdom!How F 


© excellent are the Divine O- 


* perations ! How manifold 
* the divine Goodnels ! whole 


* Wiidom, Power and Love 


* are no leſs evident in the; * 


*© Conſervation,than the Cre-} 
* ation of the World ! If the 1 
*© Divine Mind ſhould chec 


" Ne | 


_ = 


" oa. . 2%. os . Ms. a. 
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* Nature'':a few moments , 
« this delicate Machine would 
* be withour Spirit, the world 
* wouldbe benumbd with 
*© 2n eternal Cold and Dark- 
* neſs, and an everlaſting 
* Death;all things would-run 
* back into their firſt Maſs, 
** Chaos, and dark Abyſs, 
© never to be renewed, withs 
* out that Spirit that firſt ba- 
«* niſhed Darkneſs, by ſepa- 
"rating the Waters, and en- 


$*© kindling in their moſt refi- 


© ned Parts ( advanced to 


* the Region above) a Spirit 


F.** of Light. 


* To the Eternal therefore 
L. be infinite Praiſes by the 
* pure Spirits of Men and An- 


** oels. 


He 
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| Trompatt He hat thinks Idoa dit 
_ gl nour to Animals, in ſupps 
nimals, fing, that that Spirit that a 
Mants nd rnaced a mean Vegetable, « 
a fluggiſh Metal, on its le: 
ing theſe Bodies, our 
Lifcand Motiontoan Ani for 
Being, will eaſily ſeg bis M 
ſtake, when he conſ1ders th 
thoſe Things are always i 
ſteemed moſt Excellent at 
Noble that are of longeſts 
ration. Now we lee, tht 
many Vegetables , and Wan 
Things of a Mezallick Coofffs 
poſition,do exceed Animalsiee 
duration of Time. BelideWn: 
all Things receive a ' valu w0 
from their Utehloe(s ; now #he 
though divers Beatz anſper 
Birds are very uſeful dptbi PE 
Food and Pleaſure, yer, notals 
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Hof chem are ſnpporced withs 
Kone Vegetables; nor can any 
Man plow, or go to Sea, withs 
out Metals. Bue this 1s 
ſpeaking rather like a Mer» 
at than Naturaliſt ; there- 
fore I ſhall wave i. 


{{Wigefted the Paſſive Matter 
thich comams it,as to be able 
Fodefend ic againſt all the af- 
Waults of the Elements ; and 
"Wa the ocher fide, thar Spirit 
Weems to be moſt weak and 
MnaQtive, that faffers its Body 
v $0 be ſooneſt diſſolved on 
w#heir Intention. Now Ve- 
a&gertables and Animals do both 
{perifh in the Flames ; but Mes 
xWals do not: So that the 

Strength 


That Spirit ſeems to meEto gf the Ex. 
We moſt Noble, that has fo cellency of 


2 Metals. 


ww | of Tranſmigration ; or, 
Strength and: Virtue they & 
joy viſible to every Eye, giy 
them juſtly the. Precedeng 
Bur could their Badies be dil 


folved , and their Spirits. | 
looſe, as we ſee in Vegerablſ1, 


Seeds, then their Excellengliſ1, 
would be very manifeſt. Ky , 
— thac has ſeen the PETrPCEtuu 
made our Light to which - they | han 
of them, - been advanced by Diſlo/utia 


_— un does know what lack the a 
culty. merit in this Life ; wheralYf 
'þ were the operation as ealie,q 
the Reaſon is evident,no ing(.33, 
nious Man would be with 
It. . For my part L own n 8 P, 


ſelf herein, only Un Crojat”? 

yet he that is not able to dra; 

a- Bow, may. yet give Ain «« 

Wherefore, to this, I concei 

there is need of an ham 
p® 
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neous Agent, defecated from 
all Impurity , 'and impreg- 
S nated with a Metalline Sul- 
vi phur, the former found in 
che Houſe of Gemini, (a) the 
latter in that of Aries, by the 
benign Influences of Libra and 
W Aquarius. 


But let none but the Happy 
pretend to this. He that can 
WW retire, and enjoy the Freedom 
"Y of Horace his Countryman ; 


Beatus ille , qui procul negotizs, 
Ut priſca gens mortalium, 

F Paternarura bobus exercet ſuis, 

'} CGolutus onni fanore, &c. 


© © Happy the Man from toil- 
* fomecares let free, 

«* Who does regain Man's 
* ancient Liberty, 


(a) This is 
Jargon to 
thoſe only, 
who do not 
nnderſtand 


it. 


of Tranſmigy ation; 0 or, 


** Ploughing his Ground wig wid 
* Oxen of his own, 
« By Parents lefc; s fre 


* from Uſurious Lox 


To this Freedom | 
Thought, there is necelly 
a = ve of all Natu 
a plentiful Fortune,and aboj 
all, a wiſe and a Learnd 
Friend. Qui publicis Flow 
bus & Muneribus funguntur, 
ettam privatis & neceſſariis | 
cupationibus jugiter incumbunt, i 
ſummum bujus Philoſophie Cul 
ne contendant : Totum enim # 
minem illa deſiderat , Iiyent 


poſſedet, Poſſeſſum ab ont ſer | 
& longo negotio vendicat, , ctr... 
Omnia aliena repul ans CF flocct . 


ciens, © They who are þ 
© tigued with Publick Hr 
*©NOu 


lk 


=, © 


Natwal Philofophy. 


« gours and Employments P 
' Of have continual Avocagi- 
© ons of private & domeſtick 

* Aﬀairs, let them not pre- 

* tend to the Heights of this 

« Philoſophy ; for ſhe re- 

« quires the whole Mind ; 

* which obtain'd, ſhe keeps, 

« 2nd retains him from all te- 

* dious Buſineſs; teaching 

him to flighc all Things elfe 

« as T rifles. 


This is an Eternal Bar co 
ſuch as my ſelf, who am 
+8 bow'd down to an Employ- 

ment of daily Arctendance , 
' Me Miſerum'! 


{ Well may the Qualthcati- 
ons above be thought neceſs 
fary , ſince beſides = Fine- 
neſs 


em 


| 
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neſs and Acutenels of Mind 
there 1s required Herculein[,z 
bour. 


\,,  —— Non vitbus ull 
Vmcere, nec duro poteris conv! 


( lere | fem, 


* This to attain, no Steel þ Q 
** any Force, th 


*© Nor French Dragoons, nd a1 
* Miſſionary Horſe. 


For 'cis ſo difficult, that 
mer tells us, Mars being in 
priſoned by - Neptune's ! Sol, 
Thirteen Months in a Du 
geon, could ſcarce be ſer tis wv 
by Juno's help, though aſl $o 
ed by Hermes himifelt. | ThgW 
meaning whereof, when 
have told you, that Mars 
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che Son of Juno, and ſhe the 2 


Metallick Nature, is too ob» 
vious to need an Explanation; 
for a Surcharge is nauſeous to 
the Mind of an Ingenious 
Man. 


Now to remove all Obje- 
Mctions to the Foundation of 
this Opinioa of Pythagoras , 
and what is ſuperadded : Ir Objea. r. 
may be asked , How doth ir 
Yzppear that the Heavenly Bo- 
dies beſtow an Influence, or 
niverſal Spirit on the Earth ? 
EWhy may not the Earth it; 
Ffclt be impregnated ab initio "Iv 
with Seed enough,to hold out 
For all Species ro the end of the 

Vorld ? 


H Thar 


—_— | 
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That the Heavenly Bodis þ} - 
move and tranſmit Hear, we 
Both ſee and feel : Nay;hif 
Heat beyond the Tropicks, i 
ſo intenſe and powerful, thy 1 
with us colle&ted by a-corÞþ 
cave Glaſs, it will melt Si 
ver, and that in a more xt 
ordinary manner than a Ciþ 
linary Fire is able to perfor} 
Whence Mechungus affirm} 
that there is. no artificial Fig 
able to give ſuch a hear, #: 
that which comes down froq 
Heaven. We lee Inſetts, 1? 

. : | Tel- 
fort of Animals, in a ff. : 
days are generated by it #\ 
wateriſh places. Thoſe thi, 
paſs for Animals, as Frog; 
Toads, and even Mice,avholg.,.. 
Generation is xquivocal, ag; 
fo produced;by means wher® 
0, 
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of, we perceive that Vegeta- 
bles grow and increaſe. 


Timews the Locrian , faith, 
E That God (catters Souls, (:.e.) 
Forms, fome in the Moon, 
Jochers in other Planets and 
EScars, whence they are inſtil- 
[3d into Creatures. To which 
[Ariſtotle agrees, when he faith, 
EThac the Univerſal Efficient 
KCaule of all things, is che 
*S$un and the other Stars, and 
\Fhar cheir Acceſs and Re- 


'Felf, are the Cauſes of Gene» 


fp 


'Fation and Corruption. If fo, Ariſtotle 
*xwwhartneed is there of an Ele- held, car 


ment of Fire, above the Re- re was 
an Element 


> gion of the Air? But, Ioffire, a- 


WYEonceive, 'twas placed there Þ9ve the p 
vo y £210NR 0 
"or Orders fake only. the 6s 


YE 
, H 2 Now 
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verſal SPi- 
Tit, 


Of the Unj- 


Now this Virtue thar {is 
Miniſterial to ſuch Variety of 
things, mult be in its own 
Nature General and Catho: 
lick, or it could not be ſub- 
ſervient to ſo many, ſeveral 
different Individuals. The 
Specification of it, naturally 
proceeds from the Parti 
culars. We fee a little Sal 
ſeaſons a great Lump, and 4 
Scion tranſmutes the whole 
Juice of the Tree into its own 
Nature. Wherein we may 
obſerve a twofold Change: 
Firſt, Of the general Moiſt ir 
into an Identity of that of Fhe 
Tree: Secondly, A nw 
Specification of it, by its pal 
{ng into the Scion. Nay, 
ſuch is the virtue of Fermer 
tation, that you may inocu 

lars 


rn 
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late Scion upon Scion, after a 
little Growth ; and whatever 
becomes of Tranſmutation in 
the Mineral , we daily ſee it 
various ways in the Vegeta- 
ble Province, to that degree, 
that in many Trees you may 
ingraft and- inoculate out of 
ſpecies,as Cherries on a Laurel, 
Pears on a Hawthorne Tree ; 
nor 1s it otherwile in the Ani- 
mal, of which no man's Ex- 
perience is without ſome In- 


tances. 


Fermentation , ſaith the in- 
comparable Eireneus the Great, 
is the Wonder of the World ; by it 
Water becomes Herbs, Trees , 
Plants, Fruit , Fleſh, Blood , 
Stones, Minerals, and ever 


Thing, This Epicurus calls 
H 3 the 


Il O2 
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Reſponſ.2, 


the attracting and intangling 
adaptable Atoms , by their 
Fellow-Atoms ; by which 
they grow up into the ſanje 
Nature; of which hands 
ter. 


As for the latter part of 
the Objection , touching the 
Earth's having Secd enough 
in it ſelf, and therefore _ 
not borrow of the Heavens: 
What I ſaid already to the þ 
firſt part of the Queſtion, may 
be a ſufhcient Anſwer. But 
ro proceed. if 


That the Earth is barren & 
ſluggiſh,dead and pa flive,we 
may eaſily ſee,by conſidering 
how unfruitful all places 
are that are ſurrounded with 
Build- 


wa. mp as WY. Aw - 
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Buildings. For it the Earth 
had Seed enough in it ſelf,ſhe 
might be as fertil in a Ciry- 
Garden, as in a Country. Bur 
it is plain, that the want of a 
free acce(s of the Air, wheres 
by an Univerſal Spiric, or anis 
mating Heart is conveyed, 1 

the only Caule of | 


Why do your Country- 
men, after ſome years plows 
ing, leave the Ground fal- 
low ? Is there not Seed or 
Virtue enough in the Earth 
to hold out 2 If there is not , 
whence does ſhe receive it ? 
k mult proceed either inter- 
nally from the Centre, or ex- 
ternally from the Heavens 
it from her own Centre, why 
does ſhe wait the acceſſion of 
H 4 the 
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Objea, 


Reſp. 


. 


the Sun, to call forth her Ve- 
oetables? And why, whae 
his Influences are interrupted, 
is ſhe barren ? | 


But may not the Earth 
have a Feminine Sperm in it, 
and may not this vital Hezr, 
be as a Maſculine Principke 
that may only excite, and 
bring this dormantSeed from 
Potency into Act, to which 
Opinion FXenocrates {eems ito 
be inclined? If the Eatth 
were filled with ſuch an inis 


ginary Seed , whenever the | 


Sun approaches with his en- 
livening Beams, ſurely: pll 
theſe Seeds would quitkly 
appear to fight; what then 


ſhould the Earth do for. the 


next year's Vegetables ? The | 


Pjo 


— 
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Propagation of them only by 
their letting fall a Seed, and 
by that means another coming 
in its place, is weak and frivo- 
lous ; for though this in ma- 
ny places often happens, yet 
Experience ſhews us, that tho 
Weeds are grubbd up before 
they run to ſeed, yet the ſame, 
or others, ſoon grow up in 
their ſtead; And whence 
ſhould this happen? Who 
are the Conſervators of the 
ſeeds of Weeds , and noxi- 
ous Plants ? Noxious,only be- 
cauſe their uſe is not known. 
What Enemy comes in the 
night and ſows them? And 
where are their Store-houles ? 


But may noc the Birds in Objca, 


the Airlet fall ſeed, and lo it 


| may grow ? This Objection 


can 
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can admit no Reſolution bi 


this : Take Earth, defend.it 


as you pleaſe , fo it his 
ſome accel; of Air, and you 
will find an Herb of ſonte 
ſort or other ariſe. © Ir.is 
** therefore moſt evident,tht 
** by the Heavenly Bodies, 6 
* from them, a germinarting 
*© Virtue is emitted ; that this 
© Virtue is univerſal, convey- 
*ed by the Medium of Air, 
» fling all Places, and pp 
* ducing divers Effects , 
* cording to the plenty | p 
« Spirit, and difference of 
* Place : That this Spirit, n 
© the diffolution of irs Body, 
* is not annihilated , bub g2ts 
s looſe, becomes aRive ahd 
* Vigorous, and impregnates 
* new Matter, whole Nator 
7k 


[ 
—— 
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* is varied , according to the 
* diverſity of Place; as Wa - 
* ter mixing with ſalc things, 
* becomes laline; and with 
* Acids, ſharp. 


Now, this ro me, is ſo far That Bo- 
from being a wonder, char I HY 
ſhould admire if it were os not annihi- 
therwile ; ſince Bodies, that <4. 
are bur the Caſe of Spirits, 
are not annihilated , when 
their Spirits leave them, but 


. | loſe only their external Fi- 


oure and Shape ; for if Bo- 
dies on their reſolution, were 


annihilated, the World in 


we would be reducd to no- 


thing. 


| For the World conliſting 


of Parts, and thoſe Parts of 
Bo- 


——  — 
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ned by a'iSolar Heat, ſhoos 


Bodies, as Bodies are anrihis 
lated, fo are the Parts; and 
the Parts being, daily ſubftra- 
Red,this Machine would' fall 
to pieces,or rather to nothing, 
© But as in Generation, faith 
* Epicurus , there is no new 
* ſubſtance made, but pre-ex 
© iſtent ſubſtances are made uy 
*jinto one,which acquire.1ew 
* Qualities ; ſo.in Corruption 


© no ſubſtance abſolutely ;eal 
*eth to be, bur is diflipated 
* into more ſubſtances, whic 
* remain after the deſtruction 
* of the former. ; 


So that though Bodies re 
ſolve into Duſt, yet this Dul 


remains ſtill, and being quick 


forth into ſome Plant ; and 
this 


— TS = Lend cy ws os —  —_— —— 
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this Plant becoming Food to 
Man or Beaſt, and Beaſt to 
Man, is aſſimilated into the 
Nature of the Eater, and be- 
comes part of himſelf. Hence 
| | nk and the reſt of the 
Philoſophers affirm, that no- 
thing properly dies ; bur all 
things pals, and are changed 


into ſomething elſe (a) * "So (4) In nibi- 
that if one would urge it, he " _—_ poſſe 


might prove this way a Tranſs 
migration of Bodies, as well as 
Spirits; ſince the Bodies of 
the Dead become Food to the 
Living after a liccle Circula- 
tion of "Time, paſſing through 
a few Mediums, and that Food 
becomes part of him thar 


eats It. 


This 


verts, 


— 
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This the Egyptians hinted 
by the Hieroglyphick of a Sn ake 
painted in a circular form, he 
Head ſwallowing up the 
Tail : Ot which, Claudian. 


Serpent 

Perpetuumq; viret ſquamis, Cai- 
damgq; redutho 

Ore vorat, tacito relegens exoddu 


lapſu. 


' Python his Scales renews,and 
* on the Ground 


. Wich Fail in Mouth he hes, 
*1n Circle round. 


'Thus Pythagors might lay 
he was Euphonbus, who lived 
many years before him, be- 
caule of the Poſſibility both 
in reſpect to the Identity in 
ſome 
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ſome ſort of his Body ( for we 
were once upon our Plates, ) 
and his animation by the ſame 
ſenſitive Spirit , being of a 
Temper and Diſpoſicion very 
like him. Thus for fmili- 
rude of Spirit, John the Baptiſt 
is called Elias. 


goreans, who held, or rather 
ſeemed to hold, That by in- 
dulging to Senſe, the Souls of 
Men palſsd firſt into Women ; 
| then, it they continued vicis 
ous, into Brutes, &c. This 
Degeneracy , if he had con- 
hn'd to the ſame Body, would 
have had as much Reaſon and 
Truth of its fide, as the other 
bath of Prettineſs and Fancy : 
For 


But now for Plato's Opini® The Moral 
on, and the reſt of the Pytha- ** Trani- 


I12 
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by this ſort of Exprefſion,than 


For Experience {heyvs us, that 
matty Men, by ſoft and t2n- 
der Habits, grow weak and 
effeminate ; and by degrees 
flide into af! Indulgence, of 
all Brural Paffions. Now ir 
is more than probable, that 
there was no more intended 


to ſhew Mankind to what 1 
tow Ebb Humane Nagure 


might deſcend,to what a Bru 
ral Sordidneſs Man might fink 
that wallow'd in fenlual Plea 
ſures. 


And what is the natural 
Conſequence of this ? Tha 
Men therefore to avoid 'thi 
Evil, {hould adorn and cult 
Vate thede Minds with uſeful 
Knowledge, and exert Lift 


ml 8 
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in Practical Vertues; This 
was the Deſign both of Mo» 
ral and Natural Philoſophy ; 
and this ſep, who flouriſh- 
ed about an hundred years 
before Plato, inculcared by his 
ingenious Fables ; amongſt 
which, had this of Plato's been 
inſerted, the Moral had been 
obvious to every Underſtand- 


Ing. 


This is no new Interpreta- 


> tion; for Times long ago 


mended the "VEN o Poet, 


| for making Men religious by 


ancient Fabulous Stories.* For, 
Maid he, as we cure Bodies 
with things unwholſome , 


-þ © when the wholeſome agree 


(not with them; ſo we re- 
"ſtrain Souls wich Fabulous 
| * Re- 


— 
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: * Relations, when they will 
* not be led by the True. Let 
©them then ( continues te) 

*fince there is a neceſſity ;for 

* it, talk of theſe ſtrange Pu- 

niſhments, as it Souls/did 

cranſmigrate 3 ; the Effems 
nate into the Bodies of Wo 

* men, given up to Ignominy;Þ 4. 

© of Murtherers, into thoke off c. 

© Beaſts, for Puniſhment ; of 
* the Laſcivious,into the fyrm of 
* of Swine ; of the Lighttand 

; Temerarious , 'into Birds;F 
* ofthe Slochful and Idle, Un 

* learned and Ignoranc , ' into 


* ſeveral kinds of Fiſhes, Th 


c 
« 
Cc 


Thns we fee how Pythax! [ 
745 has been mils-repreſentedſe 
and what was made uſe d _ 


only as the laſt Remedytor|, 
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rain Men from Vice ; lad: 
| was, what we call Argumen- 
thm ol Honinem, is now, for 
[| want of Underſtanding in his 
Cenſurers, return d upon him 


Uh wich oreat Reproach, 


| But did not Pythagoras abs 
[tain from Fleſh-Mear , for 
if fear of eating his Parents, acs 
cording ro the groſs Notion 
Whof Tranſmigration 2 Moſt 
i certainly not ; for Jamblicus in 
SF the Life of Pythagoras , tells 
WE, That he being the Diſcis 
no ol of Thales, one of the chief 
Things Thales adviſed him , 
1s, ro hasband his Time 
well ; upon which accoune , 

; ie abſtained from Wine and 
Weſt ; only eating fuch things 
w were light of Digeſtion , 
rain f 7 by 


c 
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by which means, he prozu- 
red ſhortneſs of Sleep, Wiz @s 
fulneſs, Purity of Mind, *and 
conſtant Health of Body. 
_ But what if Tranſmigra- 


Plants and tjon may be made evident to 


Minerals 
mv Senſe in Plants and Minerals! 


ble to ſenſe. That. it may be in Ptants,eve 
ry ordinary Chymiſt knows: 

For by the extracting the; Spy 

rit or Soul of a Vegetable in 

the form of: Oil, and by the 
cohobation of it on the calci 

ned Salt of a diflerent Planz 

'they will impregnatethar Sa 

| wiHh'a new Lite and Spirit 
and give it new Virtue, nd | 

and taſte. Thus they dravf/ 
forth a Spirit from» one Plan 
and mfule it into the Body ol 
another. And thus Van Suchtn 
- and 


— magna gap 5 
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and the acurer fort of Chy- 
d | Meals. : 1 


But what need we fly to 
- | Laborious Art for-the proof 
of of this? Does nor fagacis 
2 ous Nature afford Inſtances 
&f| enough of chis ſort in'divers 
:þ Places, witneſs the petrefying 
pr} Barhs ar Buda, Glaſhitten 'and 
nf Eiſenbach in Hungary, that turn 
hey Wood and Iron, into Stone ; 
| and the Venereal Mine ' at 
nt} Hern-grinat nearNewſol, where, 
al by leaving Iron in the Virrio- 
ith. lace Wates for Fourteen Days, 
[elÞ} itis tranſmured into excellent 
an} Copper , better, and _'more 
nf} duct] chan che Natural. [Bur 
off enough of this. ig 

tin 


and 3 [ have 


miſts,tell us may be done with | 


| — —— 
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I have done with Pythago 
ras, and ſhall rouch now bn 
Four Things. 


t. I ſhall ſpeak ſomewhat 
to the duration LE Bodies. 


2. Examine ſome Princt- 
ples and Elements generally 
received. 


3- Compare ſome Ariſtots 
lion Hypotheſes wich thole of 
Democritus. 


4. Having already thews, 
how variety: of Plants and 
Metals ' are now generated io 
the. Earth, from che Diverſuy 
of Salts, @c. I will endeayow 
to ſhew how the Earth comes 

| t0 


| 
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to be filled with ſuch variety 
of Bodies, abounding with 
different Qualiries. 


Firſt, As to the Duration of the du- 
of Bodies. Bodies, after the _ of 
ICS, 


ſenſicive Spirit has left chem, 
and before their refolution in- 
to Duſt, have a ſort of Ve- 
getable Life remaining in 
them ; as appears by the 
growth of Hair and Nails , 

char may be perceived in dead 
Bodies ; and a weak Animal 
one that lurks in the Mote 
fture ; whence in Putrefacttie 
on, Worms and divers ſorts 
of Inſects may be generated, 
who dying, others of ano- 
ther fort ariſe. 


I 4 If 
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If therefore Bodies obrain 
this fort of Immortality (. not 
to ſpeak of the Relurrction 
of the Body in a Philoſophis 
cal Dilcourſe,) why ſhould 
it be denied to the Spirit, 
which hath a much greater 
Right to it, by the pure and 
incorrupt laſting Nature of its 


Eſſence ? 
But | ſhall advance the Na 


ture of Bodies to a much more 
unmixt and pure Immortali 
ty : For the Radical Moiſture 
of Bodies, that lies in the 
Bones, may juſtly challenge 
a Right ( as things now are) 
to an eternal duration. Fox 
not to mention Bones that arc 
found entire after a Thouſand 
Years Burial, nor the Bodies 


. of 


Rh 
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of Egyptian Mummies, preſerv- 
ed whole for ſeveral Thou- 
ſand Years ; there is in the 
Bones a Radical Moiſture , 
that is fixd and permanent, 
and is ſo far from giving way, 
or ſuftering loſs by that Ele- 
ment that is the Deſtroyer of 
mix'd Bodies, that it 1s the 
Veſſel made uſe of to purge 
the fix d Metals in the Fire, 
and remains unhurc when the 
volatil Metals fly away ; ſo 
thar none of the Elements 
can deſtroy it,no not the moſt 
torrid Vulcan, 


Now for mix d Bodies ; 
Fire indeed may ſeparate the 
Parts of a mix'd Body, change 
the Figure , and ſo alter its 
Appearance , as to puzzle 
che 
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the beſt Mechanick to reduce 


this 1s no Annihilation, Out 
Divifion. The burning! of 
Wood or any Fuel, is a 'De- 
ſtruction of it, I contels. as to 
the Proprietor ; bur not hk 
reſpect to the Univerſe , 
more than there is leſs Moby 
in the World by the Profule- 
nets of a Prodigal ; asthe one 
doth but change Hands, f6 
the other re the ſitua | 


it to its primitive ſtate; tl 


tion of its Pa 


The Watery or Mercurial 
Part of the Wood paſleth + 
way in Smoak, the Oily or 
Sulphurous in Flame, and' the 
Body of Salt reſts in the A ſhes, 
The Air preſerves the two 
tormer, and the Earth rerains 


che 
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the latter ; eaca part rerurns 
ro its narive Country. What 
then can deſtroy this Body, 
except the Firſt Caufe, k am 
yer ro learn: For though 
Bane-Aſhes, by reaſon of 
Moiſture, may flow and be- 
come Glaſs, the ultimate end 
and uſe of them; yer fo glo- 
rious a lighifome body as 
that of Glaſs, is rather an ex- 


diminution of its Excellency ; 
nor doesit give any termiaa- 
tion to its Being, bur only a 
change to its Figure, If Cu- 
linary Fire deftroys the Parts 
| of the Univerſe, in time it 
may the whole. Bur this is 
inconſitent with che Wifdom 
of its Maker, to create Prin- 
cples deſtructive of one ano- 
mer. The 


| mon of its Effence, than 


124 


Of Nateral Philoſophy. © © 


Of the ge- 
neral Con- 
flagration. 


did not ſee this ; but though 


The Light of Nature, a 
well as Experience taught 
Plato, that the World was not 
deftroyable by any other 
Cauſe, but by the ſame God, 
who compoſed i it ; which the 
Eternal can ealily do by Fire, 
according as Things now-ap- 
pear, without the Light of 
Holy Wric : Which make 
me Aw that Ariſtotle, Ze- 
nophanes, and other Great Mer 


the World of neceſſity as f; 
ternal as God; for though 
the Heat of the Sun i is now 
tolerable between the Tro- 
picks, yet he that confiderf 
its being a liccle multiplied by 
a concave Glaſs, even in'out 
Meridian , ( though its Rays 
paſs througha vaſt Region of 
Wr 
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Water rarehed, }) if refleted 
on a Man for ſome time, ir 
will ſcorch and deſtroy him, 
when the volatil Waters that 
allay his Heat, become fixed, 
( which che People think now 
are, and a Philoſopher knows 
may ealily be, ) then the Sun 
having no Cloud to obſtruct 
his Light, nor any Water to 
cool the {corching Heat of his 
Rays, will neceſlarily burn 
up and calcine the Earth. 


Thus the very Elements 
would deſtroy us, did not the 
Eternal , by his Providence , 
defend us from the Heat, by 
the interpoſition of the Was 
ters, and from the Chilnels 
of the Waters, by impregna- 
ting thera with a Solar Hear, 
Whoſe 
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2. Of Prin- 


ciples and 
Elements. 


whoſe inviſible congealed Spijit, 
( ſaith one of the Learrkd 
Magi) is more valuable than 
the whole Earth. Clementiſ- 
ſimo itag; mfinit4 fmt Landes. 


Secondly, Asto Principles 
and Elements : being to ipeak 
of theſe, it will nor be amils 
to enquire, how and when 
rhele came into the World. 
T he Study of Natural Philoſo- 
phy was as early in the world, 
as Men came to call upon 
God : For whatever Appear 
ances God made to the Ate 
diluvian Patriarchs, and by that 
means communicated his Di 
vineWiil and Nature to them, 
yer we cannot ſuppSſe chat 
the World in general had yny 
orher Light of the ,Pivine 


Glory 
D 
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Glory and Majeſty,than what 
came to them by Tradition, 
and the Contemplation of the 
ſeveral Parts of the Univerſe; 
for God is known by bis 
Works; they are the Wire 
neſſes of his Wiſdom, Power, 
and Goodneſs, The Knows 
ledge of theſe Works; comes 
not to Mankind ( at leaſt ge- 
nerally ) by Inſpiration, bur 
by exerting our Faculties. 


And as for Tradition, that 
is apt ro make but a weak im- 


preſſion on thinking Men, un- 
leſs it is back'd with Reaſon. 


But -befides, though the 
Creation of the World was 
a Tradition, and the manner 
out of (haos; yet to give an 
| ACCOUnt 


DR C— 
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Account of the Phenomena 8 | 


Things, and the manner now 
of Nature's ProduCtions,could 
not be a Tradition. ' This 
was left ro Man, as the pro. 
per exerciſe of his Rational 
Powers, that by improving, 
and advancing his Thought, 
ne might come to have y 
clearer Lighr and Know ledge 
of God , and confequeutly, 
love him the more intenſely; 
for it is almoſt impoſiifle to 
have a true knowledge 0f 
God, and not to be inflamed 
with Love of him, ſuch « 
the Purity and Perfection 0 
the Divine Nature. 


When Men therefore be 
gan to contemplate the works 
of God, they found all the 


Part 
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| fares of Nature reduceable 
to two Heads or Principles ; 
an Adive, Vital or Formal 
one, and a Paſhye or Mare- 
rial: 


This I conceive . Moſes in- 
rended, when he tells us thar 
it the Beginning God created 
the Heaven and the Earth : 
which things are expreſſed in 
the very ſame words by the 
Chaldeans, Afſyrians, and Greeks, 
as I have hired before. 


Thales, who was one of the 
firſt amongſt the Grecians, as, 
Laertius , Strabo., Cicero, and 
Plutarch affirm, that made en- 


:} quiry into Natural Cauſes N 


conceived Water to be' the 
Material Principle of all liv- 
| | K . Ing 
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ing Creatures ; becauſe alf 
Seed is humid, and Plants a 
Animals are nouriſh'd by i h;, 4 
This he had from a more oh 
cient Nation,the Phenicians 
whom Orpheus was likewit 
ſtructed. 4 ; 


To this Material Princigh. 
Afiaxagoras is ſaid to be the 
firſt that added (ws) the Mind, 
by which, I conceive, «1 
meant the Formal. Henxe 


Pirgil calls the Univerſal Form 
the Mind. | 


Totamg; inſuſa per attis 
Mons agitat molem , 0 magnt”ſt 
| ( corpore miſe 


. «a \ Mind infusd through thi 
(* World'severy pur, 
* Dixs 
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© Does move the whole Ma- 
(cchine with wondrous Arrt. 


| | But Homer and Heſwd both 


gave an account of theſe two 
Principles long before. 


Various afterwards were 
the Opinions of the Philoſ@- 
phers about Principles. Phe- 
recydes the Aſſyrian , aſſerted 
Earth to be the Principle of all 
things ; Anaxumenes, Air ; Hip- 
paſus, Fire ; Xenophanes, Earth 
and Water ; Parmenides, Fire 
and Earth ; Enopides, Fire and 
Air; Democritus and Epicurus, 
Atoms ; Empedecles, Plato and 


| 4iftotle, &c. ro theſe Pring- 


ples added four Elements, be- 
fg the viable Matter,as they 
enceived, of which all Bo- 

K 2 dies 
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Of the 3 
Principles 
of the C 


miſts, 


Principles, 


Fa did ſubſiſt : And this th the 
School-men, following there 
have hicherto maintained and 
it is now the Doctrine of Fe 


World. 


ws a. 


. 


The Chymiſts hold Three 
Principles at this day; thele 
Principles and Element * I 
now intend to examine : And 


firſt, for the Three Principls 


I know it 1s no leſs a crithe 


than Hereſie, in the Comiru: 
nion of Chymiſts, ro deny 
any 'of their three beloved 
Principles, their Salt, Sulphur 
and Mercury ; but being not 
of their Church, 1 need 70: 
fear their Cenilice. | do 3 
mit Salt m ſome ſence, tc be 
one e of their Principles; Jun 


I'd 


- 
? 
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I do deny Sulphur and Mercu- 
ry to be ſeveral ; for their beſt 
Authors affirm Mercury to be 
only crude Sulphur, and Sul- 
phur ripe Mercury ; they dit- 
fer therefore not in ſpecie 
but in degree of Digeſtion. 
* The Ancients ( ſaith Eirene- 
© 5 the Great) chought them 
*all one; and though Para- 
* celſus has invented a Liquor, 
© by means whereof, he taughr 
*the way of ſeparating the 
* Sulphur in the form of a 
crindted Metallick Oil; yerl 
' Conceive this is nothing bur 
*an extraQion of the riper, 
'and more digeſted part of 
* the Mercury, 


p, 


This will appear more evi- 
dent, by conſidering the Mat- 
K 3 rer 
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ter of Metals; which I will 
deliver in the ſence of Eirengs 
1s the Great, having tranſlate} 
him, bur not having the Or- 
inal in Latin by me. * Thi 
© Mercury (faith he) which. 's 
* generated in the veins of (te 
* Earth, ( and all Metals ar & 
© from the ſame Matter) is ite 
© univerſal material Mother t 
fall chings eloathed with-a 
*Metallick Species, which my 
* be eaſily proved , becauſe 
y * Mercury is accommodated 
*to, thera all, and by Ar 
"may be conjoyned ; ; wth 
* would be impoſſible unlels 
*they did partake of the ſarnc 
f Nature. Mercury, faith FE, 
*1s Water, yet ſuch as y ill 
© mix with nothing thar is ot 


* of its own Identity ; white 


4 
11,45 
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1 | *as therefore it drinks up all 
© | © Metals by its moiſture , it 
4 | *follows they have all a Cor- 
'- | © reſpondency of Matter with 
tf "it. 

'$ | 

[ * Again, Mercury, by the 
e | © helpof Artaſſiſting Nature, 
© | © may be ſucceflively digeſted 
»f | * with all che Metals. And 
-a | * this ſame Mercury retaining 
y | *the ſame Colour and Form 
ſe } *of flowing, will aſſume the 


ed F © true Nature of them, and 
rt | © by ſucceſſion exert their rrue 
h | © Properties ; which would be 
fs | © impoſlible to be done by 
xc | © Art, did nat Nature thew 

| * us the poſſibility by their 
ill | © Corre{pondency of Maztter. 
ot | *©Beſides, all Metals and Mi- 
& | *nerals too, that are of Me- 
K 4 tallick 
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* rallick Principles, may |te 
' reduced into a current Me*- 
* Cury, ( 


Hence I conceive, tis cy; 
dent, that current Mercury is 
rhe nigheſt (though not tlie 
firſt) Matter of Metals; - whiygh 
Mercury hath a Salt includid 
-31nit, and becomes a more yr 
leſs ripe Metal, according 9 
the purity or impurity of. / ts 
Matrix. What need then 6jn 
there be of Sulphur as a «61- 
ſRtin& Principle ? Bur thi'y 
rhat contend that theſe three, 
Salt, Sulphur, and Mercury, are 
the conſtituent Principles -of-a 
Merallick Body, ought 0 
ſhew that Nature producss 
theſe three ſ1mple Subſtancqs, - 
and then unites them in the 

cod 
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compoſition of a Metal. Bur 
who ever yet ſaw a Specifick 


I Meralline Salt void of Mercu- 
I and Sulphur > Or ſimple 


Mercury without Salt, or a 
Meralline Sulphur by i ſelf ? 


The Truth is, in a ſtrict 
ſence there are no Other Prin- 
ciples, but the moiſt vapor im- 
pregnated with vital heat; for 
' thele rwo alone conſticute all 
Bodies. As for the Salts I men- 
tioned in the generation of 
Plants and Metals, I conceive 
them to be only a coogelation 
of a former Vapor,difterenced 
in Metals by a long circulati- 
on in the Alembick, of the 
Earth ; and in Plants, by a 
{| ſpeedy reſolution near the Su- 
perficies, Now this Homoge- 
neity 
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KZ 
neity of Sata two ſuch dif 


Objeion, 


ies , Will not. ap 
pear Atrange to them who 


Heat makes on Bodies by 
time, in different Veſlels: 
thus common groſs Water. in 
an open Veſlel, by a get 
heat is ſoon evaporated and 
rarehed into Air; whilſt Dew, 
a much purer Subſtance, by 
the ſame heat, circulated in 
cloſe Veſlel by length of time, 
x condenſed into Earth.- 


But are not the Princig le: 


of Bodies known by their Re- 
folution, and may not Metals 
be reduced into three diſtin 


Principles ? 


) 


> 
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If the various Figures into Reſponſ. 


which the Fire is able to di- 
vide Bodies, muſt be called 
Principles, Monſteur L Emery 
aſſigns no lefs than five ; but 
he honeſtly confeſſerh, that 
this is effeted by the alrerari- 
on the Fire makes on Bodies ; 
not by a natural Analyfis ins 
co their firſt Principles, 


But does not the Great Sta» 04jeaion. 


rite hold three Principles , 
Matter, Form and Privatmn ? 


By Privation, he doth not z:/pou/: 
ef mean a Principle, in a ſtrict 
k} ſence, 1. e. an Eſſence confti> 


mting a Body , or part of 
ſuch ; bur with reſpect ro the 
previous Matter of each Bo- 
dy, before it is ſpecificated , 


which 


\ 
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which he calls the Termin'y 4 
quo ; as when determinedyghe 
Terminus ad quem. Put if ir 
muſt be a Principle, ler.it be 
of Death, not of Life © For 
how can that be a Principle 
of Life, that is a far 
of Soul and Body? If in 
ſtead of Privatian, he had cal 
led it Putrefaction, that might 
well enough have paſled, for 
a Principle, or ſomething 
like it ; fince PutrefaCtion 1 
rhe Gate to Life. 


I think therefore the Two 
Principles of the Ancients, 
Matter and Form, ſtand firm, 
notwithſtanding Ariſtotle or 


the (hymiſts. 
'But 


— 
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Bur if there are four Ele» Ofthe Ele. 


ments that conſtitute Bodies, 
according to the general Do- 
frine, they, I muſt confeſs, 
will overthrow the Two 
Principles of Matter & Form, 
unleſs theſe Principles being 
firſt, the Elements afterwards 
are made our of them, as Plu- 
tarch will have it; and then 
twill be diſputing only abour 
Word. But we'll conſider 
this. 


Elements ſeem to be but 
modern in reſpect of the An- 
cients: Moſes ſpeaks only 
of the Spirit and the Abyſs ; 
and- ſo, for what I perceive, 
it continued even tothe Time 
of Thales, who flouriſhed in 
the 35th Olympiad ; Principles 


and 


/ 
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and Elements, being not th;n 

diſtinguiſhed by im ; for 
which Plutarch finds fault with 
him, The ſame Author makes 
Empedocles tro hold Four Eje- 
ments, who, 'ris ſaid, wat a 
Diſciple of Pythagoras , win 
Was contemporary with Tis 
les, Here I will ſyppoſe E- 
lements to begin ; the Rea- 
ſon this ; T hey that held four 
Elements, perceiving that te- 
ſides the moiſt Vapour, ad 
heavenly Influence, or Fre 
and Water in the mode 
Language, there were Eaijh 
and Air ; that Air js the Food, 
and as ic were, the Compani- 
on of Fire,and Water of Earth, 
and that things generated iq 
the Earth, could not but pars 
take of irs Nature, as the I 


"WS 


pany Ws wed 9+ 2 ft 4 ww 


”T-Q a XY & Ba 3 15> 7 - 


WE 
F --Þ 


E Of Natural Philoſophy. 


_— 
43, 


tws in the Womb. That 
two of theſe were ative, and 
two paſſive ; two heavy, and 
two light; muſt of neceſſity 
be thoſe Parts of Matter, that 
conſticnte the Harmony of 
each Being. 


To ſpeak cleatly to this 
Matter, Ifſhall take each Ele» 


ment apart, and by that you 


will ſee, whether thele four, 


or two only, are (elf-ſub{iſt- 
ing Beings; Pure, Simple, 


' Primitive, and Unmixt, which 


is the Notion of an Element. 
[ will begin with the Air. 


Tharthe Air we walk in, of. a;- 


is pure and unmixt, ao one 
will pretend ; for the Sulphu- 
rous Steams, that are lublimed 


into 


— 
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Of the 
Earth. 


into the Air, and the abun« 
danr Moiſture fuQuaringin 
this Region, ſhew the con- 
trary. 


The Truth is, what'we 
call Air, is nothing but Wa 
ter rarefied, attracted by the 
Heat of the Sun, or ſublim'd 
by the Archeus of the Eaxth; 
and this may be made rant 
feſt by many ſeveral Expert 
ments, as the evaporatifig & 


Water into Smoak -.(which i 


a groſs Air, ) or calcin' d Tar 


tar that wi attract it, and dil 
ſolve it into Water. 


The ' Earth can never. be 
ſaid to be pure, fimple,* or 
unmixd; fot it- is the ccm- 
mon Shop of Nature, where 
in 


"- 
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inbodies of all ſorts and qua» 
lities do refide. Ir is in trath; 
nothing more than the orofler 
parts of the Waters, which 
condenfing into 'a body, bes 
came the Settlement of the 
Waters , - which 'God after- 
wards cauſed to beco:ne dry; 
by:the removal 'of the; Wa- 
ters from ir; andthe Spirit. .of 
_- ſhining on it, | 


[ »FkGogh i it isſaid, Hh Forks 


timing God created. the Heaven 
| and the Earth; xyetithis is by a 


figure v5gor #etfragas uſual, as 
the Learnedlay; amongſt rhe 
Hebrews ; for tlie Darkneſs/as 
wpon the Face of the Deep 3 and 
the Spirit moved upon the Face 0 

the Wattrs: :: The Chaos theres 
lone; or firk Marter:5:5x4s 
af L plainly 
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Of Water. 


Of Fire. 


plainly an 4by/5 'of Waters ; "and 


{o our Lata Tranſlators aid | 


Commentrators render it, -4- 
quarum Terre ſupernatantiin., 
fay Junius and Tremellins, 


Water, I conceive, i; he 
its own Nature, pure, {1 irnple, 
and/ unmix'd ,, - without ' an 
quality, though ſuſceptible of 
all. - A Primitive in Nature, 
a middle Subſtance, whoſe 
one Extream. conſtitizted 
Earch , and-ics other Air :0f 
Heaven. This may well be 
called-a Principles for ſh2is 
the firſt Marcer'of all things 
into-which all things mx 'b 
reduced. 


2:Piee, in irs Original; > af 
emanation of a ow 
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irs Rays darting downwards, 


| jmpregnate+/ and enkindle 


Paſſive Matter, into Morion 
and Vegetation. It is the Life 
or 'Spirir-.of the Wotld , as 
Water '1s:. the: Matter: - | 'Is 
doubt this a Principle or Ele- 
ment ( for:kchink it: no Bluke ' 
der,: under Plutarch's Favour, 
to make: :them [Synmyma's,; ) 
were a mortal Sin in 'Philoſo- 
_ ou”. 6. 

-:;:Having faid: this, 'rrs caſte 
to. infer ,: That. Water is iche 
paſſive Principle; and che'So- 
lar Influence, the Formal of 
all created Beings; and that; 
properly ſpeaking, chefe rwo 
are the only-:Priaciples ,: ac- 
cording to the Anciencs; : amd 
the-:othet two: anly ' Nertyz- 
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Bur does not rhe excellent 
$--<-+-1.p a Learned HMagit, 
cell ns, Thar, the Four Elemen'i 
by their never ceaſing- Motion eat 
forth. a Sperm, 6r Jubtil Porti n 
of Matter, into the Earth, whey 
meeting, and uniting, it is di "+ 
ed, and brought to. perfeZiion, "ar; 


cording to the purtty'ur impurity of 


the place? - The Authority of 
this: Perſon , and che . Reves 
rence and Admiration 1 have 
tor:bim, as:it makes me cc n- 
ceal his Name, ſo it does 4 
moſt make me bluſhto lift bp 
my. Pen. againſt him. ———Sed 
mage w_ Veritas. 


we 
- 


df Four Eleinent gO tO the 
vans of each Being , 
cheſe-Elements.muſt be inci- 
mately united; Now: vac 
334 > »4 Can 10t 
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cannot be, unleſs the pureſt 
part of one Element enter per 
minima, the pureſt part of the 
other. But Earth cannor en- 
ter Water per minima, unleſs 
it be reduced to the Form and 
Tenuity 'of Water; -and: then 
what need is there of Earth; 
if Earth muſt be firſt reſolved 
into Water, ere it -can- unite 
with it ? Again, Water muſt 
be rarcfied to the dignity © of 
Air, or elſe -it eannot nite 
intimately with Air; it-fo; 
what need'is thero of Water, 
ſince Water muſt become Air 
before it can afſilt in the Con- 
ſitution of a Body ? 


Ic to me therefore ſeems 
molt plain, that all created 
Bemos here below, are a Con- 
L 3 crete 


| 


« "i 


1.50 


"Of Natural Philoſophy. 


crete. of Water, the  purelk 
part whereof being rarched, 
and impregnated with a ce? 
leſtial . Hear, (which is af 
the Element of Fire 1 know 
of, ) is digeſted into the vagzi- 
aus works of Nature, diver: 
ſifed now, according to what 
Nature has wrought in the 
Matrix, before the - Form en- 
ters; for che Forms as capa- 
ble -of divers effe&s, as the 
Water is ſuſceptible of qualir 
ries, - Thus much for the 
Second, viz. Principles and*E- 


lements. 


Thirdly, 'I thall compare 
ſome Ariſtotelian Hypotheſes 
with thoſe of Democritus, 


Ariſtotle 
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"Ariſtotle and Heraclitys too, 
held the Elements ro be concra- 
ry toeach other;as, Fire to Wa- 
ter, Earth to Air, two active 
and two paſſive. Principles ; 
bur Democritus denies it ; - al- 
ledging, that the: Agent and 
Patient muſt be in ſome mea- 
ſure alike , * otherwiſe they: 
cannot act upon one another. 
Wherein Democritus is certains 
lyin the right ; for Fire and 
Water differ not in. a remils, 
bur intenſe degree: witneſs 
the quiet reſting of Iron ( in 
which the Fire of Nature 
dwells plentifully ) in Water ; 
and witneſs the Generation 
of Animals in water, which 
cannot be done withour hear, 
and witneſs the Seeds of all 
Beings ( whole germinating 

L 4 Virtue, 


= bo 


Of Natural Philoſophy, 


Virtue, is the Fire of Nature! 
volved i in Maiſture. 


There is, in truth, no more 
difference between theſe two, 
than between Water and 
Plants ; of which, the one i; 
ſo far from being repugnan, 
to the other, that the Plant i 
nouriſhed by the water ; ye! 
when the water 1s raiſed to 
an Acid, and the Plant reduz 
ced.to an Alkali, by the union 
of thele two, a violent ebul: 
licion is cauſed, a controyerſiy 
ever unto Death. \ 


As for the Cauſe. of thi: 
variety of Bodies, the diffe- 
rence between Ariſtotle and 
his Followers, and Lencipps, 
Democritus and Epicurus, and 
thei 
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their Followers, is . no leſs; 
and 'tis no wonder that they, 
who differ in the Nature of 
their Principles , ſhould fall 
out in the effects they pro- 
duce. | ; 


The Ariſtotelians impure 
the effects of: Bodies to ſecret 
primary Qualities, reſiding in 
them, by the conjunction of 
the Elements ; and fo under 
the Mask of Qualities, which 
they could nor tell what to 
make of, couch all ignorance 
of Bodies , their Caules;, it 
not Effects. | 


Democritus, and his_ Peos 
ple, impute nothing to. Qua- 
licies, bur all to Figure, and 
Motion, called - the ' Atomical 
Pbyſiolozy. :-- = 


For my part, I think rei 
ther Opinion right; yet a 
middle berween both. may be 
rrue. I ſhall conſider both 
Opinions, and men give my 
Reaſons againſt both, and fr 
the middle one. As for the 
Pyrrhnian Doctrine of Quai 
ties, tis too rrifling ro mefit 


an Anſwer. 


7 might introduce this Que: 
ſtion with -a-greart deal o 
omp, and ſhew that it hath 
wa a Controverſie in! ihe 
world for above Two Thu 
ſand Years; that it hath ex 
ercifed the greateſt Men, iand 
that it 1s not yet determined 
But I ſhall think my ſelf hap- 
py enough, if I cat! put an 
end to this Debare, ' without 
ny 
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ariy'orher conſideration; The 
Method I propoſe to tike; 1 
think, differs from thoſe that 
have: gone before me ; for [ 
intend to ſpeak of the Crea- 
tion of the Firſt Matter, and 
Univerſal Form, and ſhew 
how from the various Union 
of theſe Two, ' various Qua- 
licies arife. But it would be 
roo Magiſterial to reject Opi- 
nions, without ſhewing their 
Miſtakes: I ſhall therefore 
endeavour to ſhew the Frror 
of theſe two Parties, and then 
ſubſtiture what I conceive 
more true. 


As to the Ariſtotelian ; that 


- | of Occulc Qualities, 'ris Jgn0- 


tum: per Jonotiws; a thing is 
hot or cold, bitrer or ſweer, 
becauſe 


_—— 
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becauſe of ſome Qualityini; 
and.'what is- that Quality} 
'Tis Occult, that is in. plain 
Engliſh , 'tis-.ſo, becaule'ic 


is {0. 


But the moſt- that canbe | 


made of this Notion of Qu; lj 
ties, may amount to - the, 
'Thart there is -a' Form, or Y\ 
tal Principle latent, or occult 
in all Bodies, that not anly 
xetains and keeps the Pars 
togerher ( be the Genus | of 
Species what it will ) and (0 
diſtributes ir ſelf to. all | the 
Members, performing he 
Office of Life, but is the pe 
cifick Formal Cauſe of all 


thoſe Qualities , with which 


Bodies abound ; be they thole 
of Sweet, -Bitter, Sharp, &« 
. os 4 Of 
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or-Hor and: Cold in their fe> 
vetal degrees. '"'Which Form 
being a Viral Principle, is in- 
viſible, (and: therefore OC- 
cule;-) as Lycretina holds----/ 


Bs _—_ libue credas ſenſi 


oy Lions, 
Numirum Lapides &* Ligna, &c. 


«Of chings unſeen things viſi- 
i (<ble are made, 

As ks Scones, and Wood, and 
0 all _y that do nds, 


[But this, 1 conceive;'- cans 
hot be ; for though Gattruchius 


| rells-us in; eftfcarion of chis 


Dodtrint:, 'Thar ithere /is" an 


\actnal Modification, and Des 


termination of- the Fotm to 


the Martzr'; F-: would "fin 


know 


"38 if Nava Pal 
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knay whar patticular Qual 
ty:.an .a; Formhave,, ichar 
exiters paſive Matter ? Whei 
can 8:receive, before it enittn 
Martter, ſuch aSpecihcatiof? 
For notwithſtanding what 
Pliny Gaith of..che\. Planet Is 
7es;: ghat {he ſcatters a Proli 
fick Dew, whidh:is bur gere- 
ral, and what the Aſtrois 
gers ſay of the! particular; {h: 
fluences of each Planet ; I (c 
fize. t& know; who: can diJin 
etiſhche Influeriges of Satin 
from Jupiter ; Mars from, !+- 
u#69 and fo. of-zlic reſt; exc5 ipt 
that ef..Sol-?../Þ:he SU indged 
melts, Wax, biithardens Chiy; 
bpr::this.. diverſity .of . effx 
proceeds fromthe differ doe 


#7014 ways 


— 
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ways one and the ſame, cho" 
varied according to the paſ- 
ſive Matter that receives it. 


Tis noreherclore the Form 
alone 'that ; gives , or is- the 
Quality :iarhe Body.; for. as 
the Body was ſcatzer'd Atoms 
looſe and -inhapid, ill irs parts 
being colleted , conftiruted, 
by - ne, the Form, a mixt 
Body; fo-was its Form ſtm- 
ple and- :undetermin'd , till 
bound. down, and tied tothe 
Body, 


.:Novwy for the Momical Phy- 
fology of. Lencippus , Demacris 
tus and Epicurus, which i 15 now 
called the. New, by what Fi- 
gureI know not. How:can 


| inte IE, whichia ic (elf, 


looſe 
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looſe and ſcarrered, 1s inſipid; 


4: ei tes parts harh-no Taft; 
( fo what Taſte have-the WnCor # 
pounded Bodies of Atoms, void of- 


'Qualities? } wheti piit together 
by the Ainging of its Aroms; 
che'emanation #f is Parriclts, 
( — whit-other way 


youpleale) acquire 4 parricit 


lar” Tfte, or. give*a'particis 


lar-Odor 2 © NA at quod” ron 


habet j* inay hold'well enough 


"ith > That Which! it we 


noi its Parts'' it'can never 


have inthe whole ; ( Ipeit 


of the ſame undetermin'] 
Matter* for Þknoty thar' Bv- 


diesofUiflerctitNeutes whe 
coijoyfi'd, , obtainiQualitis 
'by Ferthentaribf; which'rieÞ 
ther tad a part ;}obeſides'F 
Atomeby their; Pofition-Inl 
Figulis 
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Figure, or by the manner of 
the flowing forth of their 
Particles, do give a Taſte and 
Smell, &@c. thele Atoms are 
ſo very (mall, that the Body; 
though ſeparated into many 
Parts, yer muſt retain not« 
wichſtanding the Figure of che 
Atoms, the Atoms being too 
minute to have their Angles 
and Points cnt off by a fmall 
diviion of the Body ; and 
conſequently the Parts of the 
Body , muft have the fame 
Taſte and Odor, when divi- 
ded, as before, if che Qualiz 
ties that are perceived by the 
Organs of Taſte and Sme}- 
ling , be wholly owing to 
Marcer, 4. e. to the hguration 
of the Atoms. 


M Bute 
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But this daily Experience 
evinces the contrary ; for Bo- 


dies divided , or but a little | 


opened, as Plants and Fruit, 
ec. loſe in a little time both 


their Taſte and Smell, anc -| 


yet no one can ſay, that thy! 
points or angles of the A 
roms were Foy Jed or th! 
Emanation of their Particles 
obſtructed , ſince great Pre» 
portions were left untouches.' 


But Galtruchius affirms, 
* Matter to be previouſly dx 
© ſpoſed to ſuch a Form, by a 
* Temperament of Qualitie;. 
But how can this be? Are 
not Qualities the Effet of 
Life in every Body , waat 
needs there then a Form where 
there is Life before? The 
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Qualities therefore of Odor 
and 'Tafte cannot proceed 
from the configuration of the 
Atoms. 


Now if neither the Form 
pives the Quality of it ielf ; 
for the Form,as I have ſhewn 
before, is fimple, 2 vital Air 
undetermind ; nor the pal- 
five Matter, though Atomi- 
cal, as I have fhewn here ; 
and yer all Bodies have Qua- 
lities, they muſt proceed from 
the Union of both, and not 
from any diſtin Cauſe in 
either. So the Spirit of Ni- 
tre and Salt Armoniack apart, 
have no Qualities or Power 
to diflolve, or rather corrode 
Gold, but united, do ir effe- 
Rually. 

M 2 4. This 


ED, 
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4. This brings me to the ' 
Fourth and laſt Thing I in- 
tend to ſpeakto; and that is; 
How the Earth comes to. by 
filled with variety of Bodies, 
abounding with different quas 
lities, | 

Since I propoſe here tx 
treat of the Original of Qua: 
licies, I muſt, of neceſſity 
ſpeak of the Firſt Matter, ang; 
its Formatjon ; and thar leads 
me naturally to conſider the 
firſt Creation ; which I ſhall 
do as briefly as poſſibly 1 


CaNe 


I ſhall not cite the vario'1s 
Opinions of the ſeveral Sets 
of Philoſophers that trear f 
the World's beginning, '(cho | 

lome 
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ſome thought it had none, ) 
this would look more like 
Shew, than Uſe, which [ have 
no Temptation to do, fince I 
write for Pleaſure, not for 
Bread. Belides, for Philoſo- 
phy's ſake, | ſhall omir ir; for 
there is nothing {ſo fooliſh, 
which ſome of them have not 
ſaid. Nor ſhall I borrow 
Parts of the Many, as the 
Greeks,did, to patch up a New 
one of my own. Nor ſhall 
I ſpeak of the Creation any 
farther than as it relates tomy 
preſent purpoſe. But herein 
I will take the Philoſopher 
Moſes for my Guide, who, 
excluſive of his Divine Aus 
thority, has given a wiſer 
Account of the World's Cres 
ation, than the whole Body 

M 3 of 
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Of the Cre- 
ation, 


of Philoſophers pat together ;' > 
whoſe Writings the moſt” 
Learned Biſhop Stilling fleet 
has defended in his Origines: 
Sacre, againſt all the World. 


God having created th 
Firſt Matter, which ſeems toy 
be a thin, fluid Subſtance, aa 
Abyſs of Fume or Vapour, 
rather than Water , which 
was therefore the more paſ*. 
ſive and tenuous, fit to. be 
ſtretched out for the compos 
{ition 'of Heaven, and caps 
ble of any Form ; he gave a 
Form fit to actuate and im: 
pregnate this Matter, which. | 
was to be the vital Principl 
of this Body, This generp, 
Form was a Spirit of Light 
and Heat, and (o are alt pars 
ticula, 
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ticular Forms now,and there- 
fore capable of being the In- 
ſtrument of God, ( not the 


(a) Tis an 


"Third (a) Perlon in the Tri- nlual He- 


nity) to rarche and ſubtilize braiſm to 


the Superficies of rhis Abyſs, hc. 


and to exalr it to the Dignity to the firſt. 


of conſtituting Celeſtial Bo- Ibis diſtin- 
. [ Ction of 
dies and Mt "ers Firſt and 
Second 


Cauſes, was found out firſt by the Greeks, who 
taught the World to ſpeak Scholaltically ; but the 
Jews made them all one; which indeed, in alarge 
ſence they are; for the world is the Lord's, and all 
things therein, And therefore 1ſaiah, c. 40. v.8. 
ſaith, The Graſs withereth, the Flower fadeth, becauſe 
the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it. As the World 
is God's, and all the Spirits in it, and Parts of it, 
ſo indeed this may be ſaid to be the Spirit of the 
Lord, in point of Property, but not of Identity, 
Can any one think that this Spirit that blows on the 
Graſs, ( or take it Metaphorically, for Man, is 
the Holy Shoſt ? Furiue and Tremellixs tranſlate the 
Words Spiritzs Febove, the appropriate Name of 
the Erernal; yet in their Commentary ſay, 'tis not 
Regenit us Spiritus Sauttifications in Chriſto 3 which, if 
they had remembred, they would not have ren- 


dred the Spirits Dei, Gen. 1. Spiritics Sanitus, Ter. 
M 4 ti4 
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tia illa Perſona Deitatis, 4 Deo Patre & Filio mw" 
Burt they have, I muſt acknowledge,not a few Com- 
mentators on their ſide; though I conceive, the 
Jews never dreamed of ſuch an nterpretation : they 
might believe it ſome, Porentia, or Emanatio Dei, 
bat nor the Divine N2ture himfelf,which it is diſbq» 
nourable to imagine was incubans ſuperficies Aquc'« 
rum, brooding over the Waters, as a Hen does '4- 
ver her Eggs. This piece of Mechaniſm may be 
ſuitable to Man, or ſome created Power ; but the 

Almighty Fiat is worthy only of God. But be- 
ſides this Conjecture, the Original will bear it; for 
the Learned ſay that Ruach fgnifies not only Spins 
£14, but Ventus, Voluntas, Angnlus, Pars, & Plaga, 
And therefore R. Abraham on this Place, renders it, 
Spiritus (ant Ventus) Dei ſufflabat (aut cubabat ) 
ſuper faciem Aquarum ;, (14. e.) faith he, ents 
miſſus a Deo, ad deſiccanaum Aquas, 


The Firſt i Cake | | 
Day. ir This Spirit of Light and 


Heat, whoſe Property is Mo- 
tion, ating upon this Super- 
ficies, raisd ic up on all ſides, 
and mixing and abiding with 
it, in a plentiful degree, ad- 
vanced it up to the ſupreme 
Heaven, and enlightned all 
that 
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that Part, by its diffuſion , 
which we call Ather ; though 
the lower part of that mighe 
ty Space, the Atmoſphere, was 
but glimmering, in reſpect of 
the Afther; and the Terra- 
queous Globe , by realon of 
its diſtance, and gloomy Sub- 
ſtance, was dark. This Di- 
viſion of the Light from the 
Darkneſs, Holy Writ calls 
the Firſt Day's Work, 


This will appear more evi- TheSecond 
dent by conſidering the Se- _—_ 


cond Day's Work, and that 
was the making of a Firma- 
ment, or Expanſion, which 
was to divide the Waters from the 
Waters, (1. e.) the Waters that 
rehded with the Globe be- 
low, not only from the Ces 
leftial 
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leſtial Bodies, which we'e 
advanc'd above, whoſe ing- 
terial Principle was Wares. 
but even from the lower part 
of this Aery Region, the Re- 
ſidence of Watery Clouds, 
The manner of which, I cen: 
ceive was thus by the Will of 
the moſt High. 

This Active Spirit of Ligh 
ſurrounding the moiſt Va- 
pour on all fides, drove it 
down lower throughout the 
Aery Region , and thereby 
compreſs d this tenuous Mat- 
ter , into a' more cloſe and 
narrow compaſs, whence it 
became condenſed into a wa- 
tery Subſtance. The Yapour 
thus condenſed into Water, 
and thus compreſs'd on all 
ſides , flying from the Fiery 
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Spiric, as from an Enemy, 
became ſtill more congeal'd, 
whoſe Centre being the Sedi- 
ment of the Waters, became 
Mud or Earth. And this was 
the Second Day's Work. 


This Fiery Spirit, by the The Third 


Will of God , a&ting upon v®: 


the Waters, divided the lame, 
ſo that the Waters being rol- 
led off on each fide, the Mud 
or Earthy Subſtance appear- 
ed, which by the Medium of 
the Form was made dry, and 
impregnated with virtue ſufh- 
cient for the Production of 
Plants. And this was the 
Third Day's Operation. 


Bur on the Fourth Day, The Fourth 


the Almighty colle&ted and P3): 


pent 
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The Fifth 
Day. 


The Sixth 
Day. 


pent in this ſeatter'd Univerſi 
Form into the Body of the 
Sun, whoſe Virtue being ſhut 
up, & comprized in a narrow 
Compaſs, was capable of ; 
more. intenle Emanartiqn, 
whence followed a more a- 
ble ProduRion. | 


So that on the Fitch Day 
God created Fiſh and Fow| 
by the Union of the Paſſive 
Matter , Water, and that d 
the Form. 


And afterwards, on the 
Sixth Day, of the Earth God 
made Beaſts and Repril; (the 
Matter being groſler, the Ge 
neration was more ſluggiſh, ) 
and then, as the Colophon of all, 
God created that mighty 

Gre# 


» 


— Mc _DD.D.Dcqc_ te... Es 


=” Ay Hs ©. 


Of Natural Philoſophy. 


Creature Man, endowed 
with a Mind full of Vertue 
and Holineſs, in reſemblance 
to the Divine Nature, (not 
to ſpeak of his Knowledge 
and Wiſdom, and made 
him Lord of all. Were I 
not here in Publick, I could 
not forbear a Rapture of 
Praiſe to the Almighty Build 
er of the World, for his Bouns 
ty and Munificence to Man, 
in the mighty Priviledges and 
Endowments of his Nature. 
Sed quod palam non decet, clam 


frat. 


Having here given a ſhore 
Abridgment of the Creation, 
I ſhall proceed to ſhew how 
the Earth comes to be filled 
with variety of Bodies a- 


bounding 
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boundipg with different Qua- 
lities. The Conſideration of 
this, wall take in Plans, Mi- 
nerals, anU all Foflils, 


As for Plants, we find them 
mention'd in the 34 Day's ope- 
ration,and that they included 
their own Seeds, according to 
their ſeveral Species : So that 
from hence it ſeems that all 
Plants, being created from 
the beginning, had for their 
continuance, a Seed infuſed, 
that mugbt be the Future Prin- 
ciple of raiſing the like | | 
lay, might be ; for that I c« N 
ceive, I have already thew(d, 
that Plants may be generated 
of all ſorts, without the ſo'y- 
ing of the Specifick feed, py 


the Power of the Form, and 


the 


| 
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the prediſpoſition which the 
Solar Influx has previouſly 
wrought on Paſlive Mate 
cr, 


But now it remains we give 
an account how the- Earth 
comes to be altered by the So- 
lar Influx ; or in the Words 
above, how the Earth comes 


to be filled with variety of 


Bodies, abounding with dif- 
ferent Qualities, 


I ſuppoſe the Earth and 
Waters, in the firſt Creation, 
had no Qualities but the pri- 
mary of Cold and Moiſt, and 
afrer the Waters were rolled 
oft, and the dry Land appear- 
ed, thoſe that then were, were 


latent in the Plants which 


God 


156 


Of Natural Philoſophy. a 


God created, which were cfi- 
ly in the Superficiess A weak 
Light, and a faint Form being 
ſufficient for the Produdtich 
of thele, ſo that the inner 
parts of the Earth were ſtil! 
ſimple and undetermin d: 


But God having Nair up 
this ſcatrerd and wandribg 
Light, on te Fourth Day, 
into the Body of the Sun, 
became thence a power; ul 
and univerſal Form or Sp rit 
to this ſimple or general Mar- 
ter, which wheeling abgut 
this Globe of Earth and Wa- 
ters continually, and darting 
into it on all ſides Riys of 
Lighrtand Heat, muſt of ne- 
cefiity fill the Earth with Hat 
and Spirit. 
This 
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- This vical Hear till being 


multiplied and increaſed by 
the Influx of more, and this 
Form moving, in its Sphere, 
by mixing with the Waters, 
and ariſing by Sublimation 
with them , what with the 
Rays flowing in, and the Va- 
pours by ſubliming to the S#- 
perficies of the Earth,expiring ; 
muſt of neceſſity work on the 
Paſive Matter , the Earth , 
through which they pals, and 
according to the Plenty or 
Scarcity of the Form , caule 
diverſity of Qualities in it; 
for the warm Vapour ſtill pu+ 
rites the place where it paſles; 
but where ir is toppd, before 
purification of the Place , an 
abortive or imperfe&t Thing 
1s made, 


N Thus 
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Thus Mercury determined 
to a Metallick Species , for 
want of ſufficient Hear 1a thl; 
Matrix , becomes an Abar- 
tive. And thus the Earil; 
wrought upon varioully tc- 
wards the Superficies, by the 
Intenſion or Remiſſion of rhe 
warm Vapour, though in a 
moſt minute degree , myſt 
produce a different Salt, and 
thence a different Plant, as 
the leaſt Stroak of a Pengyl 
makes a difterent Face. | 

This will appear more evi- 
dent, when we' conſider that 
the various parts of the wor'd 
are. productive of different 
and appropriated Plants and 
Metals, which can be owing 
to nothing , but the various . 
infor- 
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information of the Matter , 
which proceeds from the near- 
er or remoter acceſs of the 
Parent of all Forms, theSun, 
difterenced under the ſame 
Meridian; as I ſhall ſhew 


hereafter. 


*Tis eaſie to obſerve how 
Fire alters Matter, though 
determined , both in Figure 
and Quality : "Thus a Culi- 
nary Fire, moderately appli- 
ed to Fruit, Fleſh, or Plants, 
by boiling, baking, or roaft- 
ing, cauſes a Taſte quite dif- 
ferent from what an intenſe 
Hear, or over-boiling, bas 
king, or roaſting occaſion s 


Thus the moſt Learned 
FMetalliifts afar of the Ge- 
N 2 neration 
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ſet. © Thele Matters (faith he;) 
I 


neration of Metals, that $9- 
turn is produc'd of the moiſt 
Vapour adhering to Places 
impure and cold ; Venus, of 
that Vapour in a Matrix: ims 
pure and hot ; Sol, ina Place 
pure and hor, &c. Of theſe 
Matters, | conceive, Des Car- 
tes has ſpoke bur meanly ; far 
he makes the diverſity of Me- 
cals to ariſe from the differert 
Magnitude and Figure of the r 
three Principles , which -is a 
Notion borrowed of Epicuru;. 

But he acknowledges in thjs 
Matter his want of Expen- 

ence; for he tells us, ye 
fortaſſe /t mgula deſcripfi iſſem hoc 
in loco, ſt varia Experimenta, qu# 
ad certam eorum cognitionem 7e- 
quiruntur, facere baftenus licu- 
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* 1 would have deſcribed par- 
* ticularly in this place, if I 
© had had an opportunity of 
* making ſome Experiments, 
* which are neceflary to the 
* exact knowledge of them. 
But I believe he had the 
Philoſopher's Fortune, as well 
as Wir ; fo that 


Haud facile emergunt quorum vir- 
tutibus obſtat 
Res-anrufta domi. 


« His Vertues hardly to be 
© ſeen 

* Whole Fortune is but low 
© and mean. 


*Tis not from the Conhgus- 
ration of the Metalline Prin- 
ciples, that Metals vary, bur 
N 3 by 
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by how much the Place is des 
purated, the Metal becomes 
more excellent, as I havs 
ſhewed before. { efides the 
three imaginary Principles of 
Metals, were never yer {cen 
diſtin&tly produced by Na- 
ture, and therefore no ſuch 
various Configuration is prq? 

dutive of various Metals. 


The ſame Reaſon holds fur 
all ſorts of Foſſils; fo that tlie 
Terreſtrial Hcat, flowing 
from the Central Parts of the 
Earth, ( which ſome Philoſo- 
phers call che Terreſtrial Sun, 
others the Archeus of Nature: | 
and the Celeſtial flowing 
from the Sun (being bot: 
alike, ) continually into che 
Earch, do there meet and us 
nite, 
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nite, and what from the in- 
rerpoſition of moiſt Vapours, 

ariſing from ſome Mariſh 

Pl:c:s, that hinders the Solar 

Influx , from the Inundation 

of Waters into the Bowels of 

the Earth, in other places ; 

the compatnels of the Earth, ,,\ | .,, 
that repreſles the aſcending confirmed 
Vapours (a), in others ; the "— 
looſnels in others, that gives on, Neg. 
way to it, ariſes all that vaſt = _ 
varicty of Bodies abounding 1 Tu. 
with different Qualities,which bride, 
we behold by digging in the fyuning 
Earth 5 and ſee in Plants bone three 
in the Superficies, And this meh 
Alteration, that is, Remiſſion _S Rock ; 
or Intenſion of Heat in che _- _ 
Vapour, gives that variety of p37 im 
Form to the Leaves of Plants, dred the af- 
ſcarce one Leaf in the ſame ©"%ing V+ 


N 4 Plant, i! 


Of Natural Philoſophy. 


Concluſion. 


Plant, being in all parts likg 
another. 


This will appear more' e: 
vident, by conlidering, chat; 
the permanent Matter of aki; 
Bodies is Salc, and the Form,” 
a Portion of Light, And. 
for the Salc, it is much thi; 
ſame in all Bodies, when 
ſtript of irs ſpecificated Qual .- 
ties ; and the Form differs r: + 
ther in degree than kind in MN 
Bodies,as is apparent to then?, 
who are acquaiuted with the 
Analyſis of Bodies. 


Burt after all, I have not 
the vanity to thiok: that all 
that I have ſaid, will obtain 
with the Reader : The Minds 
of moſt Men ſtand bent, and 
inclin'd 
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inclind to the Pedantry of 
their Profeſſion and Educati- 
on ; not one Man in ten thou- 
ſand is other than what he 
learn'd from his Tutor or Ma- 
ſter ; for though God has giv- 
en us large and free Facylries, 
yet we ſuffer our ſelves to be 
bow'd down to Principles and 
Notions, without examining 
them witch Freedom and 
Judgment. This is evident 
from the Societies of Men , 
who always follow their 
Founder through blind and 
ignorant Zeal. 


Againſt this, I cannor but 
commend Ariſtotle, who op- 
poled Plato, even whilſt he 
taught him : By which, I on- 
ly mean, he examined the 
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Food before ic went dowd. 
But our Palates are (o vitia- 
ted, that we can taſte nothing 
but what we are uſed to. | 


Therefore I do not expe&t 
that they who: have neve; 


looked into Natural Philoſophy, 


or have but juſt made an en- 
trance , ſhould imbibe what 
L have offered ; I have nox 
writ to ſuch, having only 
given Hints , not a Syltem\, 


of Philoſophy. 


There are Principles and 
Elements in all Sciences, that 
are firſt to be learned ; there 
are ſuch Difhiculties ia Learn: 
ing, as well as Knowledge, 
that what afcerwards will apy 
pear plain and eyident, at fitſt 

fight, 
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ſight, ſeems to raw and crude 
Underſtandings, repugnant 
and contrary to Truth. Tis 
no wonder therefore that Py- 
thagoras taught, That the firſt 
Baſtnels of Man, was to 
free the Mind from Pollution 
and Prejudice, without which 
Freedom, none can perceive 
aright. Then the Seeds of 
Knowledge and Truth are ro 
be inſerted , then the Mind 
becomes new, has new Ap- 
petite, new Paſſhons, 1s dead 
(almoſt without a Meraphor) 
to the former Life, and alive 
to Vertue and Philoſophy. 
In this Soil the Tares and the 
Wheat will not grow toge- 
ther : © For Philoſophy (laich 
Hoaerocles) * is the Perftetion 
*of Humane Life, reſtoring 

*1t 
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*it to the Divine Reſen;- | 
© blance. Vertue and Truth; 
© effe& this; the former ſub« 
© duing Exceſs of Paſſions; 
| the latter inducing the Di: 


© vine Form. 


The Mind of Man milf 
be alway: filled with ſom2. 
what; here Nature abhors; 
Vacuum ; and the warmer & 
very Man's Conſticution, ' the 
more active his Spirit. $0 
that he who takes no care to 
hill his Mind with moderate 
Knowledge of God and is 
Works,to be able from thenx 
ro entertain himſelf with 
pleaſing Thoughts, will give. 
our great Enemy an opporius 
nity to attack him when idle; 
with whom to parly, is to be 
undone, How 
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How have I known Men 
loſt,in ſeeking for Game with- 
our , meerly for want of a 
good Stock within! Where 
fore there is no Treaſure like 


that of the Mind. 


Bur you will ſay, May nor 
a Man's Buſineſs, and the At- 
fairs of the World entertain 
him ? Nature requires a Re» 
lax of Drudgery ; The Va- 
cation-Moments undo Mans 
kind; not knowing how, 
wiſely ro fill up thoſe Spaces, 
runs us into Mileries, hardly 
to be retrieved. © But a Mind 


© filled with Knowledge and 


© VYertue, isa Fountain of E- 
* ternal Light, has Commus 
* nication night and day with 
* Heaven,and has Raprtures of 
* pleaſure, 


i 
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© Pleaſure, which this lower! 
* World han nothing of. -, 


Here the crafty Policiciat) 


is at alols; here the greedy 
Merchant hath no. Coms 
merce ; here the ſubtil Caſy- 
iſt is puzled ; the Volupti: 
ous, the Ambitious, the C& 
verous, the Laſcivious, the 
Dull, the Sowre , - and ths 
Baſc, of thele things have ny 
Guft or Reliſh : To theſe 1 
may ſay, as the Herald us'd 
ro do at the Pagan Sacrifaces; 
Procul efte Profani. For ths 
Wite and the Humble, the 
Modeſt and the Vertuorns 
move only in this elevated 
Sphere. Bur Morals are need- 
leſs after what the Excellen! 
Dr. Lucas has ſaid, in his ad: 
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mirable Works,who has obþli- 


oed an ungrateful Age. 


If what I have ſaid, take 
with the few Wiſe and Vertu- 
ous, I have my End ; as for 
the Diflolute, may he reform ; 
but as Vicious, I neither court 
his Suffrage, nor value his 
Judgment. Quid mali 
fect ? &c. 


Sempiterna Lux ! Nec Honos 
res nec Divitias peto, me modo 
Drvme Lucis Radio illumines, 
Saptentia , Rerumq; Naturalium 
Cognitione inſtruas, ut hiſce 4 me 
probe perſpeftis, FlajeStatem tus 
am, earum meiq; Creatricem intens 
ſrore Amore & Ardore Animi pro- 
ſequar & adorem, ut cum met 
tranſierint Dies, ( (#leSti Regno 
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tuo illatus,)) comparatior ſm, , al; 
Divma contemplanda E Sapienth. 
amq; tuam Amore Seraphico, amis | 
plexandam. 
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